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the precise measure of their aggregate value. 
aud habitual error of confounding 


But for the prevalent human or divine, have the manufacturing States—for we regard the 
the movey price with the exc nangze- ] ederal Gov ernipent as a mere itustrument in their hands, to prohibit 


sible vwaine r _ , tanles age eit < »ree Souti - : + direct] et] : : 
1 DDRESS To TH E p EOPI E OF Tu E U NITED ubieé Vaiue ol our agric nitural Siu pres, these propor jtions would be r South Carolina, dire culy or mdires uy, Irom going to her natural Wwiar- 
- J * a i _ - - 


STATES, 
By the South Carolina Convention. 

To the People of Massachusetts, Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania, 
North Carolina, Maryland, Connecticut, Vermont, New Hawpshire, 
Maine, New Jersey, Georgia, Delaware, Rhode Island, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Olio, Louisiana, ladiana, Mississippi, Mimo, Alabama, 
and Missouri. 


We, the People of South Carolina, assembled ia Convention, have 
solemnly and deliberately declared, im our paramount sovereign Capaci- 
ty, that the Act of Congress approved the 19th day of May, 152s, and 
the Act approved the 14th July, 1832, altering aud amending the seve- 
ral Acts imposing duties on imports, are unconstitutional, and there- 
fore absolutely void, and of no binding force within the lunits of this 
State; and for the purpose of carrying this declaration into full and 
complete effect, we have invested the Legislature with ample powers, 
and made it the duty of all the functionaries and all the citizens of the 
State, on their allegiance, to co-operate in enforcing the aforesaid decla- 
rauion. 

Iu resorting to this important measure, to which we have been im- 
pelled by the most sacred of all the duties which a free people can owe 
either to the memory of their ancestors or to the claims of their postert- 
ty, we feel that it is due to the intimate political relation which exists 
between South Caroliwa and the other States of this Confederacy, that 
we should present a clear and distinct exposition of the principles on 
which we have acted, and of the causes by which we have been reluc- 


tantly constrained to assume this attitude of sovereign resistance iu re- 


lation to the usurpations of the Federal Government. 

For this purpose it will be necessary to state, briefly, what we con- 
ceive to be the relation created by the Federal Constitution, between 
the States and the General Government; and also what we conceive to 
be the true character and practical operation of the system of protect- 
ing duties, aa it affects our rights, our interests, and our liberties. 

We hold, then, that on their separation from the Crown of Great 
Britain, the several Colonies became free and independeut States, each 
enjoying the separate and independent right of self-government ; and 
that no authority can be exercised over them or within their limits, but 
by their consent, respectively given as States, It is equally true, that 
the Constitution of the United States is a compact formed between the 
several States, acting a8 sovereign Communities ; that the Government 
created by it is a joint agency of the States, appoimted to execate the 
powers enumerated and granted by that instrament; that all its acts 
nut intentionally autherized, are of themselves essentially null and void, 
and that the States have the right, in the same seweseign capacity in 
which they adopted the Federal Constitution, to provounce, in the last 
resort, authoritauve judgment on the usurpations of the Federal Go- 
vernment, aud to adopt such measures as they may deem necessary 
and expedient to arrest the operation of the unconstitutional Acts of 
that Gevernment, within their respective limits. Such we deem to be 
the iehereut rights of the States—in the very nature of things, absolute- 
ly inseparable from sovereignty. Nor is the duty of a State to arrest 
an unconstitational aad oppressive Act of the Federal Goveromeut less 
imperative than the right is incontestible. Each State, by ratifying 
the Federal Constitution, and becoming a Member of the Confederacy, 
contracted an obligation to “ protect and defend ” that instrament, as 
well by resisting the usurpations of the Federal Government, as by 


sustaining that Government in the exercise of the powers actually con- | 


ferred upon it. And the obligation of the oath which is imposed, un- 
der the Constitution, on every fanctionary of the States, “to preserve, 


protect, and defend ” the Federal Constitution, as clearly comprehends | 
the duty of protecting and defending it against the usurpations of the | 


Federal Government, as that of protecting and defending it against 
violation in any other form, or from any other quarter. 

It is tree that, in ratifying the Federal Constitution, the States placed 
a large and important portion of the rights of their citizens under the 
joint protection of all the States, with a view to their more effectual 
security; bat it is wot less true that they reserved a portion still larger 
and net less important under their owa immediate guardianship, aud 
in relation to which their original obligation to protect their citizens, 
frum whatever quarter assailed, remains unchanged and undimiuished. 

But clear and undoubted as we regard the right, and sacred as we 
regard the duty, of the States to interpose their sovereign power for the 
purpese of protecting their citizens from the unconstitutional and op- 
pressive Acts of the Federal Government, yet we are as clearly of the 
opinien that nothing short of that high moral and political necessity, 
which results from acts of usurpation, subversive of the nights and 
liberties of the people, should induce a Member of this Contederacy 
to resort to this interposition. Sach, however, is the melancholy and 
painful necessity under which we have declared the Acts of Congress 
posing protecting duties, null and void within the limits of Soath 
Jarolina. The spirit aud the principles which animated your ances- 
tors and ours in the councils and in the fields of their common glory, 
forbid us to submit any longer to a system of legislation, now become 
the established policy of the Federal Government, by which we are 
reduced to a condition of colonial vassalage, in ail its aspects more op- 
pressive and intolerable than that from which our common ancestors 
relieved themselves by the war of the Revolution. There is no night 
which enters more essentially into a just conception of liberty, than 
that of the free and unrestricted use of the productions of oar industry. 
This clearly involves the right of carrying the productions of that in- 
dustry wherever they can be most advantageously exchanged, whether 
in foreign or domestic markets. South Carolina produces, almost ex- 
clusively, agricultural staples which derive their principal value fiom 
the demand for them in foreign countries. Under these circumstances, 
her natural markets are abroad; and restrictive duties imposed upon 
her intercourse with those markets. diminish the exchangeable value 
of her prodactions very nearly to the full extent of those dutes. 

Under a system of Free Trade, the aggregate crop of South Caro- 
lina could be exchanged foi a larger quantity of manufactures, by at 
east one-third, than it can be now exchanged for under the Protecting 
System. It is no less evident, that the value of that crop is diminished 
y the Protecting System very nearly, if not precisely, to the extent 
hat the aggregate quantity of manufactures which can be obtained for 
i is diminished. It is, indeed, strictly and philosophically true, that 
he quantity of consumable commodities which can be obtained for 


garded us self-evident lf the protecting duues were repealed, one kets; and exe hanging the rich productions of her soil, without restric- 
hundred bales ef cotton or one hundred barrels of rice would purchase tion or incumbrance, for such foreign articles as will most comduce to 
as large a quantity of manufactures, as one handred and filty will now the wealth and prosperity of her citizens? It will not surely be pre- 
purchase. ‘The uuuual incowe of the State, its meaus of purchasing tenced, (for truth and dec ency equally forbid the allegation, ) that in ex- 
und cousuming the necessaries, and comiorts,and luxunes of life, clanging our productions for the cheaper manufactures of Europe, we 
would be creased in a correspopding cegree. violate any right ol the domestic manulactarers, how ever gratifying it 
Alimost the entire cotton crop of South Carolina, amounting annual- might be to them if we would purchase their inferior productions at 
ly lo more than $6,000,U0U, is ultimately exchanged either lor foreign higher prices. 
wmianuulactures, subject lo protecting auues, or 
inanulactures. 


for similar domestic Upon what principle, then, cam the State of South Carolina be called 
‘The natural value of the crop wonid be, all the manu- Upon to submit to a system, which exeludes her from her satural matr- 
factures which we could obtain for it, under a system of unrestricted kets and the manifold benefits of that enriching commerce which a 
commerce. The artificial value, produced by the unjust and uncon-| kind and beneficent Providence has provided to connect her’with the 
stitutional legislation of Congress, is ouly such part of those manufac- family of nations, by the bonds of mutual interest? But one answer 
tures as will remain afler paying a daty of fifty per cent. to the Govern- Can be given to this question. It is im vain that we attempt to disguise 
ment, or, to speak with more precision, to the Northern manufacturers. | the fact, mortifying as it must be, that the principle by which South 
‘To make this obvious to the humblest comprehensions, let it be sup- Carolina is thus excluded, is, in strict propriety ef language, and to all 
posed that the whole of the present crop should be exchanged, by the | rational intents and purposes, a principle of colonial dependence and 
| planters themselves, for those foreign manufactures, for which it is vasalage, in all respects identical with that which restrained our fore- 
destined by the inevitable course of trade, to be ultimately exchanged, | fathers from trading with any manufacturing uation of Europe, other 
either by themselves, or their agents. Let it be also assumed, in con- than Great Britain. South Carolina now bears the same relation to the 
_formity with the facts of the case, that New Jersey, for example, pro-| manufacturing States of this Confederacy, that the Anglo American 
| duces, of the very same description of manufactures, a quantity equal | Colonies bore to the mother country, with the single exception that our 
to that which is purchased by the cotton crop of South Carolina. We} burdens are incomparably more oppressive than those of our ancestors. 
ave, then, two States of the same Confederacy, bound to bear an. Uur time, our pride, and the occasion, equally forbid us to trace out the 
equal share of the burdens, and entitled to enjoy an equal share of the | degrading analogy. We leave that to the historian who shall record 
benefits, of the common Government, with precisely the same quan- | the judgment which an impartial posterity will pronounce upon the 
tity of productions, of the same quality and kind, produced by | eventful transactions of this day. 
‘their lawful industry. We appeal to your candor, and to your | It is in vain that we attempt to console ourselves by the empty and 
‘sense of justice, to say whether South Carolina has not a title as) Unreal mockery of our representation in Congress. As to all those great 
sacred and indefeasable to the full and undiminished enjoyment of | #0d vital interests of the State, which are affected by the Protecting 
these productions of her industry, acquired by the combined ope-| System, it would be better that she had no representation in that body 
ration of agriculture and commerce, as New Jersey can have to! It serves no other purpose but to conceal the chains which fetter our 
the like enjoyment of similar productions of her industry, acquired liberties under the vain and empty forms of a representative Govern- 
by the process of manufacture? Upon no principle of constitational | ment. In the enactment of the Protecting System, the majority of 
right—upon no principle of human reason or justice, can any disctim- | Congress is, in strict propriety of speech, an irrespousible despousm 
‘nation be drawu between the titles of South Carolina and New Jersey | A very brief analysis will render this clear to ever understanding. 
to these productions of their capital and labor. Yet what is the diser- What, then, we ask, is involved in the idea of political respomsibility 
mipation actually made by the unjust, unconstitutional and partial Je-| ' the imposition of public burdens? It clearly implies that those who 
gislation of Congress? A duty, on an average, of 50 per ceut., im im-| pose the burdens should be responsible to those who bear them 
posed upon the productions of South Carolina, while no duty at all is | Every Representative in Congress should be responsible, not only to 
unposed upon the similar productions of New Jersey! , 


The meviable | his ow n immediate constituents, but through them. and their common 
result is, that the manufactures thus lawfully acquired by the honest) P@fticipation in the burdens imposed, to the constituents of ever Repre- 
industry of South Carolina are worth, annually, $3,000,000 less to her sentative. — If, in the enactment of a Protecting Tariff, the majority in 
citizens than the very same quantity of the very sale description of Congress imposed Upon their own constituents the same burdens 
manufactures are worth to the citizens of New Jergey—a difference of | Which they impose upon the people of South Carolina, that majority 
_value produced exclusively by the operation @f thé Protecting System. | would act under all the restraints of political responsibility, and we 
| No ingeunity can either evade or refute this proposition. The very | should have the best securily which human wiggloin has yet devised 
axioms of geometry ure not more self-evident. Fer even if the plaut- | 42@!st oppressive legisiation. ——— : nil 
ers of South Carolina, in the case supposed, were to sell and not con- | But the fact is precisely the reverse of this. The majority Ys] Con- 
sume these productions of their industry, it is plain toat they could ob- | &TeSs, lunposing protecting duties, which are utterly destructive of 
lab to higher price for them, alter paying duties to the amount of | the interests of South Carolina, not only impose bo burdens, but actnal- 
| $3,000,000, than the manulacturers of New Jersey would obtain for | ly confer enriching bounties, upon their constituents, proportioned to the 
the same quantity of the same kind of manulactuies, withoat paying | burdens they impose upon as. Under these circumstances, the princi- 
| any duty at all. ; | ple of representative responsibility is perverted into a principle of ab- 
| ‘This single view of the subject exhibits the enormous inequality and | *°/Ut despotism. {tis the very tie, binding the majonty of Congress 
| Injastice of the Protecting System in sach a light, that we feel the | to execute the will of their constituents, which makes them our inexo- 
| urost consoling confidence that we shall be fully justified by the impar- | rable oppressors. ‘They dare not open their hearts to the sentiments of 
| tial judgment of posterity, whatever may be the issue of this unhap- | human justice or tothe feelings of human sympathy. ‘They are tyrants 
py controversy. We confidently appeal io our confederate States, and | ¥Y Use very necessity of their position, however elevated may be thei 
to the whole world, to decide, whether the annals of human legislation | P™®=¢iples, im their individual capacities. 
‘furnish a parallel instance of injustice and oppression perpetrated un- | 


, I'he grave question, then, which we have had to determine, as the 
der the forms of a free Government. 


However it may be disguised | °Vereigu power of the State, upon the awful responsibility under 
| by the complexity of the process by which it is effected, it is nothing | ¥!ich we have acted, is, whether we will voluntarily surrender the gio- 
less than the monstrous outrage of taking $3,000,000 annually, from | ™!"S inheritance purchased and consecrated by the toils, the sufferings 

| the value of the productions of South Carolina, atid transferring it to | 224 the blood, of an illustrious ancestry, or transmit that inheritance to 
‘the people of other and distant communities. No human Govern-| °¥F posterity, untarnished and undiminished. We could not hesitate ia 
| ment can rightiully exercise such power. It violates the eternal priv- | determining this question. We have, therefore, deliberately and unalte- 
ciples of natural jasiice, and converts the Government into a mere in- | bly resolved, that we will no longer submit to a system of oppression 

| strument of legislative plunder. Of all the Governments on the face | Which redaces us to the de grading condition of tributary vassals; and 
of the earth, the Federal Government has the least shadow of a consti- | which would reduce our prosperity, in a few generations, to a state of 
|tutional right to exercise such a power. It was created principally, } POVe'ty and wretchedness, that would stand in melancholy contrast with 
}and almost exclusively, for the purpose of protecting, improving, and | “¢ beautful and delightful region in which the Providence of God has 
extending, that very commerce which, for the last ten years, all its pow- | ©48t our desumies. Having formed this resolatiou, with a full view of 
ers have beeu most unnaturally aud unrighteously perverted to cripple | 4!! Its bearings, and of all its probable and possible issues, it is due to the 
and destroy. The power to “ regulate commerce with foreign nations,”’ subject, and the sulemnity of the occasion, that we should speak to our 
was granted obviously for the preservation of that commerce. The | confederate brethren in the plain language of frankness aud truth. 
most important of ail the duties which the Federal Government owes | Though we plant ourselves upon the Constitution, and the immutable 


tv South Carolina, under the compact of Union, is the protection and} principles of justice, and intend to operate exclusively through the eivil 
defence of her foreign commerce, against ail the enemies by whom it| "!bunals and functionaries of the State ; yet we wiil throw off this op- 
may be assailed. And in what manner has this duty been discharged? | pression, at every tazard. We believe our remedy to be essentially 
All the powers of the earth, by their commercial restrictions, and all} peaceful. We believe the Federal Government has no shadow of 
the pirates of the ocean, by their lawless violence, could not have done | ‘£ht or authority, to act against a sovereign State of the Confederaey 
so much to destroy our commerce as has been done by that very Go-| ' &hY forw, much fess to cverce it, by military power. But we are 
vernment to which its guardianship has been committed by the Fede- | @W@re of the diversities of human opinion ; and we have seen too many 
ral Constitution. The commerce of South Carolina consists in ex-| Proots of t e infatuation of haman power, not to have looked, with the 
changing the staple productions of her soil for the manufactures of | ™°St @Nxlous concern, to the possibility of a resort to military or naval 
Europe. Itis ajawfulcommerce. It violates the rights of no class of | free on the part of the Federal Government; and in order to obviate 
people in any portion of the Confederacy. It is this very commerce, | the possibility of having the history of this contest stained by a single 
therefore. which the Constitution has enjoined it upoa Congress to en-| drop of fraternal blood, we have solemnly and irrevocably resolved, that 
courage, protect, and defend, by such regulations as may be necessary | we willregard such a resort asa dissolution of the political nes which 
to accomplish that object. But instead of that protection, which is the | COMPect us with our confederate Siates ; and will, forthwith, provide for 
only tie of our allegiance, as individual citizens to the Federal Govern- | te organization of a new and separate Government. 
ment, we have seen a gigantic system of restrictions gradually reared} We implore you, and particularly the manufacturing States, not to 
up, and at length brought to a fatal maturity, of which it is the avowed | believe that we have been actuated, in adopting this resolution, by any 
object, and must be the inevitable result,to sweep our commerce | feeling of resentment or hostility towards them; or by a desire te dis- 
from the great highway of nations, and cover our land with poverty | solve the political bonds whivh have so long united our common desti- 
and rain. ; nies. We still cherish that rational devotion for the Union. by which 
Even the States most deeply interested in the maintenance of the | this State has been pre-eminently distinguished, in all times past. But 
Protecting System will admit, that it is the interest of South Carolina to | that blind and idolatrous devotion which would bow down and wership 
carry on a commerce of exchanges with foreign countries, free from | Oppression and Tyranny, veiled wader that consecrated title, if it ever 
restrictions, prohibitory burdens, or inenmbrances of any kind. We | existed among us, has now vanished forever. Coxstitutionsat. Lr 
feel, and we know, that the vital interests of the State are involved in| BEKTY is the only idol of owr political devotion; and to preserve that 
such acommerce. It would be a downright insult to our understandings, | we will not hesitate a single moment, to surrender the Union itself if 
to tell us that our interests are injured, deeply injured, by those probibi-| the sacrifice be necessary. If it bad pleased Ged te cover our eyes 
tory duties, intended and calculated to prevent us from obtaining the | with ignorance—if He had not bestowed upou us the understandin 
cheap manufactures of foreign eountries for our.staples, and to compel } to comprehend the enormity of the oppressions under which we hjaeae 
us to receive for them the dear manufactures of our domestic esta-| we might submit to it, without absolute degradation and infamy. But 
blishments, or pay the penalty of the protecting duties for daring to ex- - 





he cotton and rice annually produced by the industry of the State, is 











' the gifts of Providence cannot be neglected or abused with impunity. 
ercise ove of the most sacfed of our natural rights. What right, then,! A people who deliberately submit to oppression, with a full knowledge 
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426 Banner of the Constitution. 
ecU ee Reece initiate 
Br OEY ea ys roe . c JOURNALS OF THE CONVENTION posts for the purpose of encouraging and protecting domestic manafec- 
' “y are oppressed, are fit only to be slaves; and all history aN aometoadiny t. other unwarrantable purposes. , 
that the "we PP People will soon find a master. It isthe pre-exist- | OF THE This resolution having been Spoeet = Pees eg saree 
ing spirit of slaver ) thi we 2 ae ee } " he Convention should stand adjourned until ten o'cloe - 
mp ory No ane a Leek pa «ee de toe dey however | PEOPLE or tue STATE OE SOUTH CAROLINA. ee ie ke that time might be siowel the President for the se- 
. r 0 tyrant eve i a sSiave \ fi | . q , | : ved id | 
Sell, tnt ing the spirit of freemen, ever yet had a he . on re Which commenced tts Session on the 19th of Nov. 1832. lection of the Committee ; which being agreed to, the Convention ad . 
illustrious of those States which have given to the work pcm ws : | 8. Johns Printer to the Convention.’ journed accordingly. : 
human freedom, have occupied Territories not larger sega \ ul ee | (Fatemedty A. S. senaten, ‘Turspay, November 20, 1832. f 
Districts of South Carolina; while the largest masses of popula r ne Monpay, November 19, 1832. : , ) 
tot qoeah . nited under a common Government, have been the =, ! ‘ “s . . The Convention met according to adjournment. . 
abject, spirit and legr ton «a a Se Pursuant to an Act of the Legislature of the State of Sout : te After a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Ray, the journal of the proceedings ; 
— " . a penne of the States of this Confederacy wi | lina, euutied “An Act to proviae tor the calling ota ae vl of the day previous wee send. | | 
a ‘” a | * to be de luded into any mgeasures of rashness, by the the People of this State,” passed on the Zoth"of October, 1552, the De- The following gentlemen appeared, and were allowed to enrol their ; | 
aragy va ny th ts ath Carolina will vindicate her nghts aud hi- ‘legates vi the several election districts of this State, assembled in the names 60 Mamshere of the Convention: | 
, _ hate nfl xible and untaltering resu.viion, with a popula- | bial ol Kepresentatves, im the town of Columbia, on this day, at, From Greenvill: —Henry Middleton. | 
cet oe ¥ half 2 million, than she would do with a population Of | ive o'eiwck. | aan Poeun Encinetinedis. Mitetie Clade | ' 
088 3. | On motion of General J. B. Earle, the Honorable Stephen D. Mi Prem Sf Elena Bt lecaie. | 
"he > oot bel ng to freemen to count the costs, and calculate the ha- iler was called to the Chair, aud Mr. A. Bugt, of Abbeville, appoiuted From St. John’s Colleton—Joseph L. Stevens. . . 
4 *. of ‘ adi on J their rights and defending their liberties ; and | Secretary. a . oe athe eatiideal From Spartanburg— Alfred Huger. tees ent ee ; 
a! — ve « d stand alone im the worst possible emergency ol this | ‘Tne credentials of the following individuals were tien exh ? Col. ’'On. on the part of the Committee appoin e re rt rules 
. even il Ww pOUIG ~ t the co-operation or encouragement of a sin- jaud their names eurolled as Members of the Convention. . ; for the regulation of the Convention, then made the following report, | 
f Se ele nas r ’ > oe sr we will march forward with an untalter- Krom Greeavdle—i. Ff. Perry, * Thomas P. Brockman, Sdas R. to wie, c , ni | . 
% gle po | . 3 i 3 ) on we accomplished lae ovject of this great enter- if hitten : : ; P RULES OP THE CONN EN TION. | . 
ne : a. cede ; val : 1G from Spartanburgh—-—John S. Rowland, J. ». Richardson, J. . The Commies appointed to draft rules for the government of the Con- A 
Bi Having now presented, for the consideration of the Federa wri -* U Neate, James Ureuk. William Arnold, John 8S. James vention, in us deliberations, beg leave to submit the following : : 
iia ment and our confederate States. the fixed and final determination 0 from Laurens—Arcinbald Young, William Arnold, Ss. 3, . | <tc he ite sede 
iF his Si : jeistion t the Sestechag System, © retanee Se ves nag A. Fuiler, Robert Long. - l. The President and one hundred an elve | 8 she | 
ag ear edge tonal on in which we would be willing to acquiesce, in a From Abbevule—Gevorge M’Dutlie, John Lipscombe, John Logan, quorum to transact business. : | RE | 
i eS mit a p un A te pena m, provided we are met in due time and ina A. Bowie, Samuel L. Watt, A. bart. | 2. If any one Member shall break the Codvention. or aheent himse ( | 
at bsenlen eiiett by ul e States interested in the protection of manufac |" 419, bori—Benjamin Chambers, 1. A. Campbell, James A. Black, without leave, he shall be sent for at his own expense, and be subject r 
ia : een ung spirit by the State : , James Movre, John L. Miller. : Li le 4 to the censure of the Couvention. 3 ) mer " oa : 
q ; an heleve that upon every just and equitable principle of ew Krom Uniwon—J. &. Siuus, ‘lL bomas Ray, A. Lancastar, John Litde- 3 No = shall speak more than twice to the same point, with- , 
4 - : ted articles should be imported free of all « uly, | scourge Douglas. out leave of the Convention. . i cool ES - 
a and th ith tet five derived from import duties erenndiy Deeg tf oom Kershaw—tverard Cureton, Chapman Levy, John Chesnut, 4. Each Member, when ng shall address himself to the Chair, fi 
mt 3 and that the ve = ' -cted articles, or that, whenever a duty is im- | ' J. Shannon. ’ standing and uncovered at his place. | | : 
¥ ‘ a nerte As Se Rows sores, wat os i ise duty of the same rate | : rin a hesterfield—P. Phillips, James R. Ervin, Alfred M. Lowry. ae hoe Members ptepe speak nearly at the same time, the Presi- ¢ 
| u pst A by, ot ‘send upon all similar articles manufactured 10 the United rom Darlington—h tiliam ti. Cannon, S. B. a" uaens, Kobert Erewn. dent shall decide which was first up. ve i" | : , : ; 
 F States. ‘Thi uld be as near an approach to perfect equality trom Martborough—bBeujamin Rogers, Nicholas Ware. _ 6. Every Member, when speaking, shall adhere to the point before | 
‘ih mene Par Mtge in a svstem of indirect taxation. No sub- trom Marwn—a. L. Gre iy, ‘Thowas Hiarilee, Ad lau ~~ Wi. the Convention. and shall not be inter upted unless he departs from it. 
F . nu : reason can be given for subjecting manufactures obtained from trom Wilamsburg—T. . Singieton, Senior, P. G. Gourdin, when he may be called to order. arrises, it shall be determined by the fi 
i | ees change for the productions of South Carolina to the small- | ji, 1) VW alles. . - 7) 7. When a question of order arrises, it shall be h appeal fron of : LJ 
ic _ * sh . | foe revenne. which would not show that similar manu- From Clarendon—John P. Richardson, William R. Burgess, Rich- President in the first instance, but any Member may appea from his | fi 
est GuiV,. evel ; ; : | | | 
tures m in the United States, should be subject to the very same | 014 7 Manning. | . | determination, to the Convention. ered 3 “ | 
rate of d ty. The ormer, 1 ae Saas Se SR, Mat Oe Sr ety eee | ep Claremont—Stephen D. Miller, John B. Miller, James G. 8. When a motion ts — re 488 allay ear aa waits : . 
al intent, the prodactions of domestic industry, and the saga ws “4 | Spann, Stephen Lacoste. Member, be reduced to w oe ae e President, and the Convention di- H 
' ng the ove, is as lawfal, and more conducive to the public properi- | from All Saints—Peter Vaught. nial ; 9. When a question is put by th PA Members 
ay, th Ct r ws 1. | from Prance George, J inyawo— Philip Tidy man, J. A. Keith, Allard vides, the Clerk shall, at the request of any seven embers present, th 
ty, a in that o7 - * areapn. be ike a large ofiering to preserve the Union; H. Belin. 7 iske down and enter on the Journals, the names of all those Members 
one we — » Bere ars that it isa concession on our part, ot from St. Paders—J. Hamilton. Junior A. J. Lawton. John 8. who vote for or against the question, and have them published and a 
will consent that the same rate of duty may be imposed upon the | M aner. " PT e : James Mongin printed m any tsanetic of the | nee be heard, the Members shall take 
Y" abet d articles that shall be imposed upon the unprotecte d, pro- | From St. Lukes—A. Huguenin, T. E. Screven, James ! g 10. When the President desires to j nen ad : z 
rer hat no more reveoue be raised than is necessary to meet the de- | Smith at Lt BE aise, Pi soata, sad hese order whilst : z ak e ane Eide 
“ 7 of the Government for constitutional purposes, and provided, frem St. Helena—R. W. Barnwell, M. Jacobs. Charles G. apers. 11. When a motion is made for 2 —— ts , * : led on tl at : 
oa that a duty, substantially uniform, be imposed upon all foreign from St. James, Gvvuse Crechk——lsaac Bradwell, Junior, G. question shall be debated, until the ¢ ia ACOB BOND TON ; ; al 
| il yas, that even under this arrangement the manufacturing , oa St. Thomas and St. Dennis—Francis D. Quash, John L. | @°%°"- Chairman of the Commitee. : 8 
S| oon would have a decided advantage over the planting nim 5. = Noweil. e' @ saillard. J Bebe F. Daween The Report having haen adopted, Col. POn moved that two hun- 
it is demonstrably evident, that as communities, the seers ingen trom St. Johns, BeXely-—Peter Gaillard, Junior, Joh a dred and fifty copies should be printed for the use of the Members; 
States would he r no part of the burdens ol a ete — VV ham Porcher, o : . é are ast = ~ | | : a 
as the revenue sh uid be derived from prol cted ariictes. hep were 7. trom MSM. John's ¢ olleton—\\ nam MM. 2 yee: ‘ ake B \W riwal d The President, under the resolution of the day previous, appointed ; 
rep hich their Representatives seek to increase the duti s ou those from Chester—K. U. Mills, dou Douglas, liuomas b. oocwe : ‘ing gentlemen to constitute the Select Committee of twen- ; 
ness with wh a re hose duties are bounties, and not bur- | Bieweu, Wiliam Stringtellow. the following gentlem |  Aeialk tlie: Recetas, comer 
articles, is conclusive proof that those guties ; : ye er ed Phomas G. bie ; j , D. H. Means, Edward G. Pal- | ty-one, to consider and report upon the Act of the Legislature ntitled tin 
dens, to their constituents. As at ijeast { wo-thirds of the | cena ‘ from fairfidd—W biikath b ~ ow. . ». 2eans, ‘ h An Act to provide for the calling of a Convention of the People of Ca 
venue would be raised froin protected arti les, under the propose & me: mer. John bi. Met all, GA idiom . mith. : Xe le * | Act 2 pron c 
ication of the Tariff. the manufacturing States would be entirely from Kuhland—Viecce M. Lutier, William B. Clifton, Stet mg. a aeanen . "e Pe e- ; 
difica - a . pe ill participation in that portion of the public burdens. W uhamsonu, Sen... James Adame. Join G. Brown. ' ; HoNoORABI re CHARLES J. OLCOCK. tha 
Shel m ai ‘ ™ be mate es we eannot perusit ourselves to believe for Krom St. Philips and St. macmacto~Jamnes ge wei at Mg 8 eT. ee J. B. O’Neale. Colonel William C. as 
a moment, that, in a crisis marked by sach portentous and pos ard Bb. Baker, Sen., Robert J. ‘Turnbull, 8. A : nese A mde J.| Pinckney, Chancellor Johnston, Honorable J. K. Griflin, Benjamin Pe: 
ee” Omens, hos “tates can hesitate in ace ding ty woe > gp. apes hes i 4 yrath, ( nparies Varker, Barnard K, bee, creer a a ne hehe Ball, Semen Colonel I. Bond On. T. D. Singleton. James A. Black, Ho- : 
2 they perceive that it will be the means, and possibly the only am ane, of Suand, Nathamel Hayward, Rober Y. Hayne, be v Dal , valsl : William Harper, Honorable R. Y. Hayne, Honorable 8. D. Co 
1. estoring the broken harmony of this great Conk deracy. : Phey most Join L. Wilson, James Lynan, Ct C, Pinckney, Philip Coheu. ry “a Honorable G. McDutiie, R. J. Turnbull, Honorable R. W. an 
7 : sured! " we the strongest of human inducements, aside from all con- From Christ Church—Jacob t6o,ud On, James Anderson. ae ll, Jan - R. Ervin, Colonel P. M. Butler John Bauskett. " " 
ei) rte ‘! | na of metice.to adinst this controversy. without pushing It by trom St. James ( Santer J— Samuel ¢ same L.G lin ‘Goumdics of Jadge Colcock, the Committee then adjourned until ker 
4 tremities This cap be accomplished only by the proposed modifi = krom >t Stephe ns—V\ iiliam Dubose, . heodore L.. Gourdin. , sae mpaen O 
, ome f uh laritl. or by a call of a General Convention of all the States Krom St. Matthers—RK. P. McCord. T. J. Goodwyn. ten o'clock teen | ia maa 
Sf South (Carolina stv uld be driven oul of the Union, all the other From Si. Andrews— Benjamin Agans, Johu Rivers. . VW eDNESDAY, Nov cMRER 1. 839. oied 
ei planting States. and some of the Western States. would follow by an Fram St. Pauls—Francis \. Legare, thomas oa “Seems alee a The Convention met according te adjournment, and the proceedings ” 
1 genet) eenmrcett swe A tlh Page rer ps a yay oe 2 -wntguiericacmmannae Rthlinaiss ten wren kate ranger ten : were opened with a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Ray. | he roll being sho 
it sippi, Tennessee, aud even Kentucky, would continue ae rs pom Walker. x — William Williams. Isaac B. Ulmer, Thomas | called, one hundred and fifty members eoapaa to ite Seema : prone 
oe of 50 per cent. upon their consumption, to the Northern $ tate poy From Prince 1) diams— Liam liiams, isaé . This being announced by the | resident a t . ras _r , = te - ing 
ak privilege of being united to them, when they could eons © , H. Coicock. 1 J. Felder, Donald Rowe, Elisha T’ ler. senting Reports from Comunttees, Gen. J.B. —_ es o ow om- 
ths ; supplies through the ports of South Carolina, without paying a single from Urange—Edmune one = one ine Senith re M. Aver. | mittee, to which was referred the consideration of the ms “i | od _ 
iu cent for tribute ’ 2. F } ; tad rom Barnwel—Jeunings Anh, ¢ eC} a ’ » lature providing for the calling oF the ¢ ogy seg a . ; nae 0 ine 7 
Le The caperttion of Bouth Coveins woure Mneyainee gratnes sg [d+ G. Brown. , cing. Edwin J. Scott, } Chairman, stated, on the partof the Committee, that they ha not found 
: " ee anes air di ec ssc wren Hy is Wades . va ee Levinghe-Ss = a, REE NA - 1,7 - * ) At I er it practicable to prepare a Report lor to-day ; and moved that further ings 
ae tecting Svstem. with all ns pecuniary hounties lo the N\ etnera States, fiom La gepeld—Jauies yet Jotun Key, coun y rere tine should be allowed them ; which was agreed lo. : A 
te and its pecuniary burdens upon the Southern wtaten, wouls be allerty | y hatley Joun 3. Jeter, R. G. Mays, : . H. Wardiaw. J. B. Earle Mr. A. M. Lowry, from Chesterfield, then introduced the following que 
a} eatin wn and demolished, involving the ruin of thousands and hun- Krom Ps ndleton—K. Anderson, Phomas iets = a Bey ner | , grt ; 
a dreds of thousands in the manufacturing States. . . | Thomas Pinckney, J. ‘l. Whitetield, Francis Burnt, Jan. F. , Seostont’ Tintin sath cottian al tha first article of the Constitation 0 
: ¥ By these power! 1} considerations. connected with their own pecani- Symes, Baily burton. : . 33 Jol Counts of this State be altered, and iunade to read as follows : sf mot 
Ts ary interests, we beseech them to pause and contemplate the disastrous tron Newbverry—Jobv Johnston, George W. Glenu, John Counts, ‘* Senators and members of the House of meppornntetiven shall he of t 
bss conee enees which will ce tainly ré salt rom an obstinate pore ve- Jobu kh. Qsriitin. John liutton. chosen on the second Mond: yin October next, and on t . saine aays in side 
A ance . : their part mm maintaining the Protecting Sy stem With them From Lancaster—Sanud PR. Gibson. | ; every. veer thereafter, in such manner and at such time as are herein dic enki 
: S ‘ - e nvneRtin iim ‘rely of peeuntary interest, connected with no shadow Ou motion oi Judge Harpe r, he Convention now proceeded 0 the ested s and shall meet on the fourth Monday in Novena ber. annnally. Ji 
Me of re rbt, nd involving no principle of liberty. With us, tis &@ queS- | Blection of a President. Colonels Pin xney and Butler, aud Mr, Gtack at Columbia. which shall’ remain the seat of government until otherw Ine 21,1 
? 4 a \ our most sacred rights—those very rights which our having veen appointed a Committee to count the votes, reported, me: determined by the concurrence of two-thirds of both branches of the Sistit 
: £ = 7 os cestors left to us as acommon inheritance, purchased by this ixcellenc y, dames Hamitron, Jun., Governor aud ¢ > aan whole representation, unless the casualties of war or contagious discr- I 
| ‘3 th is ‘ ' n ) yn toils, and consecrated by their blood. it is &@ questi ye of | in-Chiet im and over tue Staie, had been duly elected PRESIDEN' ders should render it unsafe to meet there ; in either of ‘a hich eases, the Me. 
qj ny en See Se en ee Sere oe nee er othe: agg Fae of the CONVENTION. . - ;appointed to inform | Gevernor, or Cowmander-in-chief, for the time ner may, DY procia- 
Fe ove 1 of unconstitutional OP eens, we shail voluntarily sink inl ; Vu motion ol Judge Harper, a Committee was appointed ww C Q mation. appoint a more secure and convenient piace - mie eung. read. 
he tt, enticement am scopacwe Bee igre e ng Sisto! er magyar te | Governor mtanulton of ne election, and to a a The question of consideration being put by the President, the Con- ame 
2 will ‘ A sali wer we dare not, submit to this degradation, and OUT | ‘The Cowmittee cousisted of the Honorable K. Y. Ha) ie, sgt ge Hs yt refused to cousidel the resolution, | | fa whic 
pensive te Eyed and anaviorebis, thet a provecting Kor clad Sp-ne | bie George MeDuthe, and the Honorable R. W. Barnwell. vesting a From St. Philips and St. Michacls—Benjamin A. Markley, plain 
longer enforced within the lunits of South Carolina. We stand apon | .ident, in a short Address, returned his grateful acknowledgments for From All Saints—J. Walter Phillips, — | Bo tha 1 
the | inciples of everlasting justice, and no human power shall drive | the hover coulerred, and entered upon the duties of - rrp to the | 2ppeared, and were allowed to enrol their names as Members of the Ms 
us from our position ; » | Colonel butier now moved that the ¢ ete ees S ee ra In ted} Convention | : ‘ tai M 
We have not the slightest apprehension that the General Govern- | election of a clerk, which being agreed to, Judge ( ne Ep rex gre The Convention then adjourned unt! to-morrow at one o'clock. — 
ment will attempt to force this system upon us by military power. We | Mr. Isaac W. Hayne. Messrs. Elmore, Cohen; and Barton, were aj re ee a ae ¥ 
have warned our brethren of the conseqvences of such an attempt. / potted a Coma@iittee to connt the votes. ih teat is = idly htetiemntal inal ia proceedings an 
alee P er Sgperacse wg: acess dete + cgahed eres earn ne “pen. | While the Counnittee bad vn ured, Judge Harper ~ . . h id The Convention met actor ma) , Rev Mr Ware The roll Noles a 
% oe Se Pe eaten ae See Sere: oan 2 yey — vty it, | Messenger and Doorkeeper of the House of Represent = sorter were opened with . prayer wort -™ . “A aie eaten to their names, om 
ta > reva South Carolina, until none but slaves are left to submit to it ! he appoi ed Messenger and Doorkeeper of the ¢ ae Ww m5 ; called. one hundred and fifty-six oy 1T n : ' eye 3. ed. " 
a W -w ! infinitely prefer that-the territory of the State should be the | was agreed to; and on motion of Col. W ilson,. Mr. A. 3. Johnston was after which the Journal of the day pre pase was read. the F 
+ cemetety of freemen, than the habitation of slaves. Actuated by these | appointed Prater. . sce ; Prem St. James Sentee-—Samoel Warren. : YI 
1P rime s, and animated by these sentiments, we will cling to the pil- | Colouel Limore, on the part of the Committee appointed to Sheets From Kingston—D. FE. 1 uger, 0 bul eeieeireita saa tobe 
se | sof the temple of our liberties, and if it must fall, we will perish | the votes for Clerk, now reported Isaac W. Hayne duly elected Cle: appeared, and were allowed to enr 1€ s } well 
Ss _ a i ’ entiion, . vention. t | oe , . 
Bi. oe aiid ' . ‘ns _ he a Col. 'On, a Committee was appointed to draft and ‘ Judee Coleock, from the Select ¢ = ae sege ye re forth ae ne Thon 
3 SRT BUUREN <o COS Seren ot oe Dae en me Reeery O00 | report rules for the regulation of the Couvention curing its further ses"! Gen Hayne, read a Report and { trey? mo = reer "The ( Irdi- oe 
nportation of tloor-matting, past made by one of our merchants ms | sion: Col. POn. Col. Themas Pinckney, and the lionorable J. b. the Committee to continue its eee ; on Ay a ae - Plagtigy Geor; 
Cot Canton TECEEETECOCOSO CeCe OCe TS Se Te Tee ee ee $2 oe | ) Neale, composed the Cowmittee. lin iach ate nance was again read | iy - deen , nade = a) L. Ge 
= ete nee incited SPM Sivas og hha sens Coane 2.000 | oe eeee Penge Sapeen, a ae tyr se ‘te - s: 7] yt otek and oven 7 ti ‘ ah then introduced by the Hon. Henry Hatt. 
ae “ae RE lgRRRE ee eR Ste ene noel 2 24\() | be invited to open the proceedings of each we Sec : 4 ied q he ae , Greenville to wit: Ke ith 
Net profits,........ eeeees pees eesesereesereses ee ee eees ewe | Judge Culcock then introduced the following rese erp PED Middleton, a De egat “om Gre ~* the Ses tiidhiceand. eith 
~ ae | Resviced, ‘That the Act “ to provide for the calling of a ¢ onvention ‘Whereas the sovereignty of the Stat ; dalth, neal a Little] 
Amount OF Sales,.cee sees ceeeseessecesrscersecscese soa | of the People of this State,” he referred to a Select Committee, to COU-| the aggregate body of freemen et . erri rt. A Bama McC: 
This floor-matting 1s a highly protected arteete, the duty being p< | sist of twenty-one Members, and to be nominated by the President nr nef quently all just legislation can be alone ne " ak will of this body a 
than 150 per ceut. on the cost. Such a protection, the advocates of the | instructions to consider and report thereon, and especially, as to the| '- majority of that body: And —— the Pe wet ro Pomel on A Parke 
Tariti policy assure us. ts the way to get things cheap, and make the | measures proper to be adoptég by this Convention in reference tO) o-¢ women can only be collected —_ toe ac r ernpli hain rd Thos. 
country rich. Bat, afier having paid, for six or eight years, 75 Somes & rg the violations of the Constitution of the United States, im the enact: | taken iv primary assemblies, or by ~ - ane ~ ae - sewer ba S pant 
vard for that which cost 15 cents, it has been discovered that mattiug | ment by Congress, on divers occasions, of laws laying duties end im- sothlinee pilipietienste 10 wage. ret ree : i > men, jm, ach Di Pac 
ig ugs no votes to the monopoly policy, and so " is abandoned toa 15 j r re mer Parish of he —eoregngpraren constite i ; : o ; ate Sime, 
FT eT ee ee NY cong ag | Rtetemensrescosuinte gical italics. —Ed. represeptation of thé people thereof: An reas, the Convention pr 
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actually here assembled, under the recommendation of the Legislature, 
is apportioned oua compound ratio of population and of property, which 


may be, and probably i, an equitable apportionment lor the purposes of | 


taxation and manicipal regulation ; but is by no means adequate or 
competent to the exercise of the highest attributes of sovereignty, by 
reason of the want of a full and equal representation of the people, a de- 
fect which cannot be remedied by any enactment of the Legislature: 
And whereas, any uct amounting to an exercise of sovereignty on the 
part of the poftion ef the people here convened atthstume, might be 
considered as a mauilest and palpable usurpation of puwer, possessed 
alone by the whole people ; whe refure 

Resolved, That this Convention, deeming itself incompetent, for the 
reasons above assigned, tu wield the Sovereign authority of the people 
it unequally represents, doth remand to the Legislatare the high mat- 
ters referred, by the Act of the 25th October last, with a recommenda- 
tion to the said Legislature, that they re-consider, at their next stated 
And «tf, according to the constitutional 
provision, two-thirds of beth branches shall agree so lo do, then. and 


meeting, the whole question : 


in that case, to re-commiut the said subject matter to a Convention. 
wherein the representation of the people shall be full and complete, 
and which will be thereby competent to determine such questions of 
sovereign right, as they may see fit to constder as affecting the interest 
of the State of South Carolia, her digmity and honor.”’ 

The Honorable George M'Duthe moved the question of considera- 
tion. Judge Huger requested the withdrawal of the motion, that the 
resolution might be freely discussed; but the quesuon being insisted on 
aud put by the President, the Convention relused to consider the reso- 
lution. 

Col. Anderson, of Pendleton, submitted to the Convention a memo- 
rial from sundry citizens of Pendleton District, pray ingjthat the Con- 
stitution might be so atnerded as to make two election districts of the 
two judicial districts into which Pendleton is divided. 
of consideration being moved by Judge Harper, the 
fused to consider the memeral. 

On motion of General Hayne, it was then ordered that the Select 
Committe -of twenty-one have leave to sit again, and the Convention ad- 
journed until] twelve o'clock to-morrow. 


J , 
Ihe qnestion 


Convention re- 


Fripay. Novemper 23, 1832. 


and. after a prayer 


The Convention met according to adjournment, 
| and one hundred and 


from the Rev. Mr. Golding, 
fifiv-seven members answered to their nares. 

The Journal of the day previous having been read, the Hon. R. W. 
Barnwell offered the following resolution, which was agreed to, viz: 

Resolved. That the President of the Senate, and the Speake r of the 
House of Representatives, be invited to take seats upon the floor, in 
the ehamber in which the C 

Judge Colcock, from the Select Commitiee of twenty-one, made 
further report to the Convention, consisting of an Address to the Peo- 
ple of the State, which having been read by Robert J. Turnbull, Esq. 
on motion of Judge Coleock, it was ordered to he on the table, and to 
be printed. 

Mr. Samuel R. Gibson, a Delegate from Lancaster, presented a 
memorial from a portion of the citizens of that Distnet, praying an 
alteration of the Constitution | 
State Legislature. 

Mr. Mc Duffie moved the question of consideration. 

Mr. S. D. Miller moved that the memorial be laid on the table. 

The President deciding the latter motion to be first in order, the ques- 
tion was taken. and the memorial ordered to be laid on the table. 

The Hon. J. L. Wilson then introduced the following resolution, viz. 

Whereas the Convention of the P: ople of the State of South Caro- 
lina, have learned with deep and unfeigned regret, the death of Charles 
Carroll, of Carrollion, the last surviving Signer of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, and, lately, the that connected us with 
that impottant event—as a lesuimony ol respect to the me mor of the 
deceased, 

Resolved, That the Members of this Convention will wear crape on 
the left arm for the space of thirty days. 

This resolution h iving been adopted, bv the unanimous vote of the 


the roll was ca'led., 


mveution is pow assembled. 


as to the basis of repre sentation im the 


’ ’ 
only hwing honk 


Convention, it was ordered to be so entered on the journal of the pro- 
ceedings. 

The Ordinance, which was made the order of the day, was now ta- 
ken up for consideration. ‘The Ordinance having been read by the 
Clerk, Col. Wilson moved that it should be read again, clause by 
clause: but at the suggestion of Judge Coleock that further time for 
consideration was desirable. the motion was withdrawn. 

Judge Coleock then moved that the consideration of the Ordinance 
should be made the order of the dav for to-morrow, and that the Con- 
vention should stand adjourned until 11 o’clock on that day ; which be- 
ing agreed wo, the Convention adjourned accordingly. 


Sarurpay, Novemper 24. 


The Convention met according to adjournment; and the proceed- 
ings were opened with a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Freeman. | 

A parchment roll was then exhibited. on which, at the President's re- 
quest, the Members enrolled their names and Districts. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read. 

On motion of Chancellor Johnston, an error inthe Journal, as to the 
motions of Messrs. Miller and McDuflie, on the question of disposal 
of the petition from Lancaster, was corrected; the decision of the Pre- 
sident being, that Mr. Miller’s motion, to lay on the table, being first— 
cut off Mr. McDuffie’s subsequent motion. 

Judge Colcock, (Chairman) on the part of the Select Committee of 
21, reported, that the Committee was ready with a further report, con- 
sisting of an Address to the People of the United States. 

The Address was read by the Hon. G. McDuthe; and on motion of 
Mr. Turnbull, adopted by the Convention. 

The special order of the day was then taken up, and the Ordinance 
read. Judge Coleock moved, by instruction of the Cominittee, to 
amend it, so as to exempt the members of the Legislature from the oath 
which it requires of all Officers of the State, civil and military. He ex- 
plained, that the Committee had not intended to include members of 
the Legislature. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Turnbull moved to amend the title of the Ordinance, by 
striking out the words “ provide for arresting the operation of,” and 
substitute the word “ Nudlify;” so that when, amended, it shall read, 
‘* an Ordinance to Nullify certain Acts of Congress,” &c. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The question then being on the passage of the Ordinance. as amend- 
ed, a member called for the Ayes and Noes, which were ordered hy 
the House, and were as follows: 

YEAS—Benjamin Adams, James Adams, Ayer, James Anderson, 
Robert Anderson, Arnold, Baker, Ball, Bee, Boone, Barnwell, Brad- 
well, Blewett, Butler, John G. Brown, J. G. Brown, Bauskett, A. 

furt, Francis Burt, jr., Barton, Bowie, Black, Belin, Cohen, Cordes, 
Thomas H. Colcock, C. J. Coleock, Capers, Clifton, Canghman, 
Counts, Chambers, Campbell, Dubose, Dawson, John Douglas, 
George Douglas, Elmore, Earle, William Evans, Felder, Fuller, Theo. 
L. Gourdin, Peter G. Gourdin, Goodwyn, Gailliard, Griffin, Glenn, 
Gregg, James Hamilton, senior, Heyward, Hayne, Harper, Harrisong 
Hatton, Harllee, Huguenin, 'On, Jeter, Johnston, James, Jacobs, 
Keith, Key, King, Lacoste, Legare, Lawton, Long, Lipscomb, Logan, 
Littlejohn, Lancastar, Magrath, Markley, Maner, Murray, Mills. 
McCall, Means,’ Mays, McDuffie, Moore, John L. Miller, Stephen D. 
Miller, John B. Miller, McCord, Nowell, O'Bannon, J. W. Phillips, 
Parker, Porcher, Palmer, Charles C. Pinckney, Wm. C. Pinckney, 
Thos. Pinckney, Quash, Rivers, Rowe, Rodgers, Ray, James &:- 
Spann, James Spann, Simons, Shand, James Mongiu Smith, G. H.- 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Stephen Smith, Stringfellow, Scott, Symmes, 
Sime, Singleton, Stevens, Screven, Turnbull, Tyler, Tidyman, Ul- 


Williamson, F. H. Wardlaw. Whatley. Whitefield, Watt, Ware, 
W aties, Warren, and Young. ; 

) The President claiming his privilege of voting, 
itive—YVeas 136. 

| NAYS—Brockman, Burgess, Crook, Cureton, Chesnut, 
| Choton, James R. Ervin. Robert Ervin. J. P. Evans." 
| Huger, D. E. Huger, Levy, Lowry, Manning 


gave it in the affirma- 


(,1Dson Nitred 


is Middleton, 
re Phillips, Perry, John P. Richardson, J. S. Richardson, Rowland 
| Shannon, Whitten, and Wilkins—Nays 26. 
So the Ordinance was adopted. i 
On motion of Mr. MeDutti the Report 
bance, was taken up for consideration. 


t 
accompanying the 


ry ‘ , 

| he reading beg ci spensed with. the Report was adopted. 

Mr. Mc Duttie then moved the consideration of the Address to the 
> ’ ‘ . , 

Peopie of this State, which was accordingly taken up 


r* . 
Mr. Turnbull moved mend the Address. by striking out, in the 


1th paragraph, the words, , with a full contid nee th it other dirisions 
of the Contede racy will nobly follow and sustain us.’ lle expiained, 


that the State wished to be understood, notwithstanding her hoy es that 


she would be sustained bv other members of Loe Cont uerTracy, aS reiy- 
ing, 


not on them, but on herself alone 


lopted without opposition. 
Col. W. C. Pinckney then introduced the following resolution, which 
was concurred in by the Convention: 


| he amendment was a 


" ; rr ‘ . p= . 
Resoired, That twenty thousand copies of the Report, the Addresses 
and the Ordinance. (as adopted.) be printed - and that. for each of the 
members of the Convention, thirty copies, in st parate sheets, shall be 





immediately printed ; that ten thousand copies, with the Ordinance an- 
nexed to the Report, in pamphlet form, be separately printed for distri- 
| bution; and that the remaining five thousand be bound up with the 
| proceedings of this Convention, the whole of which shall be published 
under the direction of a Committee to be appou ted by the President 
for that purpose ; that the dur ns order d to be pris ted be dis- 
tributed under the direction of the President. And it s! 

of the clerk, under the direction of the C 


omrmittee, lo assist in superin- 


: 
. ‘ 
nments t! 


ili be the duty 


tending the printing, and to make such distribution as the President 
shall direct: that he carry 
a record of all the proceedings of the Convention to be made, and de- 


posited in the Secretary of State's office, in Columbia; 


on the necessary correspondence, and cause 


and to pe rform 
such other duties in reference to the business of the Convention, as may 
he prescribed by the President; and that, during his continuance in of- 
tice he shall receive the same ¢ om pensation as the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives. 
Messrs. Harper, 
mittee. 
(un motion of the Hon. John Lyde Wilson. a Committee was appoint- 
to engross the Ordinance as adopted, and to superin‘end its signa- 


jrown, and Clifton, were appointed the Com- 


ed 
ture by such members as might wish to athx their names to 1t. 
Col. J. L. Wilson and C. ©. Pinckney were made the Committee. 
Col Wilson then moved a recess until >. that the Ee ngrossing Com- 
mittee might have time to perform that service. T 
ried. 


The motion was car- 


Lvenine'’s SESSION. 

The Convention re-assembled at 5, and received the Report of the 
Engrossing Committee, as follows: 

he Engrossing Committee, to whom was confided the care of the 

Ordinance of 


this Convention, for engrossing and enrolment, have per- 
formed that duty, and caused the great Seal of the State to be attached 
thereto. - 

Your Committee have so engrossed the Ordinance, as to admit the 
signatures of all the Members of the Convention, a ratification observed 


by those who proclaimed our Independence. Your Committee suggest 
the propriety of submitting to the Patriots of "76, yet abiding with us 
and laboring in one common cause, for the contrmuance of our liberties. 
the first lines for their signatures 


JOHN L. WILSON, Chairman. 


The Report was unanimously adopted. 

T he Ordinance was then exhibrted, and Members alphabe tically called 
to attach their names.t 

When that ceremony was ended, the Convention, on motion of Dr. 
Tidyman, went into Committee of the Whole, Col. [On being called 
to the Chair. i 

Dr. Tidyman offered the following resolution : 

Resolced, That the thanks of the members of this Convention be 
given to the President, fur the very able, dignified, and impartial man- 
ner with which he has presided over their deliberations, and for the 
zeal and fidelity with which he has discharged the duties of his office. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted: whereupon, the Commit- 
tee rose, and reported it to the Convention as so adopted. 

Gen. Hayne offered the following resolution, which was adopted ; 

Resolred, ‘That copies of the Ordinance just adopted by this Conven- 
tion. with the Report thereon. and the Addresses to the People of the 
several States, and of this State, be transmitted by the Governor to the 
President of the United States, to be, by him, submitted to Congress: 


their respective Legislatares. 

Judge Harper offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That when this Convention adjourns, it shall adjourn to 
meet at this place, at such time as the President shall appoint, who is 
authorized, if in his opinion the public exigencies shall require, by no- 
tice under his hand, duly published, to assemble the Convention at any 
time before the 12th of November next; and that he appoint a commit- 
tee, a majority of whom, of the survivors or survivor of sach majority, 
in case of the death or disqualification of the President, shall have like 


ing. 

The resolution was adopted, and Messrs. William Harper, of Fair- 
field, Robert Y. Hayne, of Charleston, Benjamin Rogers, of Martbo- 
rough, Thomas Harrison, of Pendleton, and John Maner, of Beaufort, 
were named as Committee. 

Chancellor Johnston moved the following resolution : 

Resolced, That the President be authorized to draw his warrant or 
warrants, on the Treasury, for the contingent expenses of this Conven- 
tion. Adopted. 

Mr. Turnbull moved the following: 

Resolved. That the President of this Convention be requested totrans- 
mit to the Legislature a copy of the Ordinance just passed by this Con- 
vention, together with copies also of the Report of the Committee of 
twenty-one, and of the Addresses to the People of this State, and the 
People of the United States. 

Judge Johnston offered a resolution as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That any delegate shall be at liberty hereafter to sign the 
Ordinance adopted by the same, and record his approbation of the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention. 

It was concurred in. 

The Hon. R. W. Barnwell moved the following : 

Whereas, it is the duty of a people at all times to acknowledge their 
dependence upon God, and more especially to commit themselves to his 
keeping, when they have adopted measures of deep import to their fu- 
ture welfare and security. 

Be it resolved, That we, the Delegates of South Carolina, assembled 
in Convention, do recommend to our fellow-citizens of the State, to ob- 
serve Thursday, the third day in January, 1833, as a day of solemn 
fasting, humiliation and prayer, imploring the Almighty to bestow his 
blessing upon the proceedings of this body that they may eventuate in 


* Mr. Evans was from Chesterfield, but it does not appear from the 
Journal when he took his seat.— Ed. 
t Those who voted in the negative did rot sign the Ordinance.— Ed. 











t James Lynah, from St. Philips, and St. Michael, sigued the Ordi- 


ner, Vaught, Vanderhorst, Wilson, Walker, Williams, Woodward, | nauce uader this resolution. 


Co Ne ie. } 


' 


and also to the Governors of the several States, for the information of 


authority to assemble the Convention, and appoint a time for its meet- | 


Cannon, | 


OO 


he promotion of his glory, and in restoring and perpetuating the liber- 
y ana prosperity of our native State. 

ihe Resolution was unanimously adopied, and ordered to be so en- 
tered on the Journals, 


The Presid 


prom Sanit 


rit tine 


n rose and asked, “‘ Has anv Member any further 


‘ ‘ ; , 
) Dring belore this Convention ? 


None being offered, the President held up the Ordimance and said, 


‘1 do announce that this Ordinance has been adopted and ratified, by 
the good per pie ol the State of South Carolima, in their so0verTeistk Ca 
pac ity 

The President then address« d the Convention ma short specs ch; and 
nh conciuding it, re quested the he Mr. Ware to ask the Divine bless 
He upon the proceedings of th SSC i 

Aller prayer by thatreverend geutlemau, Mr. ’On moved an adjourn 
ment. 

The motion was carrie Whereupon, the President pronounced 
he Convention adiourned. till it sh 1 be vain assembied according 
to the terms of Ju Harper's Resolu 

VIRGINIA. 
Extract from the Alessage of Governor Floyd to the Legisla- 


lu r. Oi fie lik of i} CP’? he Pa bast? 


' ‘se " 5 ’ 4 " 
~* 30) adverting lv our Federal reiations, l am sorry that I 


jave it notin my power to communicate to you something 
more cheering to animate your hopes, and upon which you 
might found a just expectatien that the cFlioomy period of our 


ot ; ‘ , : 
iffairs had passed, and that the } ederal Government, for which 


Virginia has sacrificed so much. would retrace its steps, ana 


once more conhne tts iegisiation wit! in the bounds prescribed 
to it by the Constitution, leave the citizeas of the differ- 
ent States .o reap the benefit of their own labor. 

*'The late ‘Tariff, with tts oppressive exactions, has been re- 
placed by arother, hardiy less injurious, which only mocks our 
suflerings, by assuming the shape of modification. 


¢ ; 
ana 


‘* Heretofore, Virginia has watched her liberty with sleepless 
eare, and her reserved rights, ine sieeping thuoder of the 
States, with an anxiety which bespoke the imestimabie value 
she placed upon them. Ought we to be less on our guara than 
at any former period? Perpetoal vigilance is the price we 
pay for liberty. Do we not find the defenders of those viola- 
tions of the Constitution increasing in uumber and in the bold- 
ness of their measures? Constitutions are intended to protect 
the rights of the minority, by restraining the majority from 
doing that which, to the minority, would be ruinous; but if 
the majority be permitted to become the iuterpreters of their 
own powers, there ceases to be any limit to the Government. 

‘The Southern States have long and earnestly protested 
against the assumption of constructive power by the Federal 
Government, as leading ultimately to difficulty and danger, 
and as founded in the conviction that no course was safe for 
that Government to pursue, but that pointed out by the Reso- 
lutions of Virginia, adopted in 1798. 

‘South Carolina, a prominent and distinguished State in this 
Confederacy, in despair of any beneficial modification of the 
Pariff by Congress, bas thrown herself upon her sovereignty, 
and called a Convention of the People, to take under their re- 
vision all the laws of Congress upon that subject, with a view 
lO propounce upon their constitutionality. This naturally brings 
velore the Confederacy the whole question. The situation of 
our sister State is new and interes sting, and it is not the time to 
discuss the question whether the procedure on her part be pre- 
mature ortardy. Your deliberations will he louked te by our 
people with intense interest, as our own position, in relation 
'o our sister State and the Union, is one of novelty, and calls 
lor prudence and wisdom. ; 

* ‘That you may be successful! in every effort to benefit our 
country, is the sincere wish of, gentlemen, your respectful 
fellow-citizen.”’ 
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Political Doctrines of Pennsylvania.—The Resolutions offer- 
ed by Mr. Keating, on the Sth inst., in the Legislature, pub- 
ished in our last paper, denying the right of State Fnterposi- 
tion, and of Seeession, 10 any form or for anv cause. and af- 
urm@ing the constitutionality of protective duties, have passed 
the House of Representatives with only tbree dissenting 
voices, and the Senate urxantmously. 

A great meetivg of the Democratic Party was held at New 
York. on the evening of the 15th inst., at which resolutions 
were adopted, to sustain, at all hazards, the enforcement of 
the President’s Proclamation, and a committee was appointed 
to make arravgements for co-operating with the Federal Party 
in the call for a general meeting of the citizens of all parties, 
favorable to such a course. In reference to this second meet- 
ing, the New York American, a uniform and violent Anti- 
Jackson paper, says: 

“We learn with pleasure, that it is in contemplation to call a public 
meeting of the citizens generally of New York, attached to the Union 
and Constitation of these States, to approve and pledge themselves to 
the support of the noble Proclamation of the President” 

RE 

The Journal of Commerce gives the following example of 
the mode in which the new Tariff proteets American indastry : 

By the Tariff of 1832, silks imported from beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope are to pay five per cent. more duty than those imported from Eu- 

The India silks are used extensively for printing, both in Eng- 
land and the United States. The effect, therefore, of this discrimina- 
tion, is not simply to deprive American silk-printers of the ineidental 
protection of a revenue duty, bat to give the Enghsh printers a bounty 
of five per cent. : tor the China silks. printed in England. are WM port - 
ed here at 5 per cent. duty, while the same article, unported direct, fox 
prinung here, pays 1U per cent. 


rope. 





DISCONTINUANCE OF THIS JOURNAL. 


One more Number wil! close the publication of the Bax- 
NER OF THE ConstituTioN. We respectfully solieit an early 


settlement of all outstanding accounts. Remittances by mai?, 





at our risk and expense, will be acceptable from every quarter. 
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PROCLAMATION 
By Andrew Jackson, President of the United State. 


Se 


| Aod rt may be asserted, without fear of refutation, that no 
Federative Government could exist without a similar pro 
vision. Look fora moment to the consequence. If South 






ee 
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Whereas, a Convention assembled in the State of South 
Carolina, have passed an Ordinance by which they declare, 
‘« That the several Acts and parts of Acts of the Congress of 
the United States, purporting to be laws for the imposing of 
duties and imposts ou the importation of foreign commodities, 
and now having actual operation and effect within the United 
States, and more especially.’’ two Acts for the same ‘purposes 
passed on the 29th of May, 1828, and on the 14th of July, 
1832, “are unauthorized by the Constitution of the United 
States the true meaning and intent thereof, and 
are pull aud void, and no Jaw,” nor binding on the citizens of 
that State or its officers: and by the said Ordinance it is fur- 
ther declared to be unlawfal for any of the constituted au- 
thorities of the State, or of the United States, to enforce the 
payment of the duties imposed by the said Acts within the 
same State, and that it is the duty of the Legislature to pass 
such laws as may be necessary to give full eflect to the said 
Ordinance: 

Anp waereas, by the said Ordinance, it is farther ordain- 
ed, that, in no case of law or equity, decided in the Courts of 
said State, wherein shali be drawa in question the validity of 
the said Ordinance, er of the Acts of the Legislature that may 
be passed te give it effect, or of the said laws of the United 
States, no appeal shall be allowed to the Supreme Court of 
the United States; nor shall any copy of the record he per- 
mitted or ellowed for that purpose; and that any person at- 
tempting to take such appeal, shall be punished as fora con- 
temptof Court: 

And, finally, the said Ordinance declares, that the People 
of South Carolina will maintain the said Ordinance at every 
hazard; and that they will consider the passage of any Act by | 
Congress abolishing or closing the ports of the said State, or oth- 
erwise obstructing the free ingress or egress of vessels to and 
from the said ports, or any other act of the Federal Govern- 
ment to coerce the State, shut up her ports, destroy or harrass 
her commerce, or to enforce the said Acts, otherwise than 
through the civil tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with 
the longer continuance of South Carolina in the Union; and 
that the People of the said State will thenceforth hold them- 
selves absolved from all further obligations to maintain or pre- 
serve their political connection with the people of the other 
States; and will forthwith proceed to organize a separate Go- 
vernmeat, and do all other acts and things which sovereign aud 
independent States may of right do: 

Any wuereas, the said Ordinance prescribes to the Pco- 
ple of South Carolina a course of conduct, in direct violation 
of their duty as citizens of the United States, contrary to the 
laws of their country, subversive of its Constitution, and hav- 
ing for its object the destraction of the Union—that Union, 
which, coeval with our political existence, led our fathers, 
without any other ties to unite them than those of patriousm 
and a common cause, through a sanguinary struggle to a gio- 
rious independence—that sacred Union, hitherto inviolate, 
which, perfected by our happy Constitution, has brought us 
by the favor of Heaven to a state of prosperity at home, and 


and violate 
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a high consideration abroad, rarely, if ever, equalled in the | 


history of nations. To preserve this bond of our political ex- 
istence from destruction, to maintain ioviolate this state of na- 


‘invention, and upon the citizens of that State will unfortu- 


Carolina considers the revenue laws unconstitutional, and has 
a right to prevent their execution in the port of Charleston, 
there would be a clear constitutional objection to their collee- 
tion in every other port, and no revenue could be cullected any 
where; for all imposts must be equal. It is no answer to re- 
peat that an unconstitutional law is no law, so long as the 
question of its legality is to be decided by the State itself; for 
every law operating injuriously upon any local interest, will be 
perhaps thought, and certainly represented, as uncoostitution- 
al, aod, as has been shown, there is no appeal. 

If this doctrine had been established at an earlier day, the 
Union would have been dissolved ia its infancy. The excise 
law in Pennsylvania, the embargo and non-intercourse law in 
the Eastern States, the Carriage tax in Virginia, were all 
deemed unconstitutional, and were more unequal ip their ope- 
ration than any of the laws now complained of; but fortunate- 
ly none of those States discovered that they had the right now 
claimed by South Carolina. The war into which we were 
forced, to support the dignity ‘of the natiou, and the rights of 
our citizens, might have ended in defeat and disgrace, instead 
of victory and houor, if the States who supposed it a ruinous 
and unconstitutional measure, had thought they possessed the 
right of nullifying the Act by which it was declared, and de- 
nying supplies for its prosecytion. Hardly and unequally as 
those measures bore upon several members of the Union, to 
the Legislatures of none did this efficient and peaceable reme- 
dy, as itis called, suggest itself. The discovery of this im- 
portant feature in our Constitution, was reserved to the pre- 
sentday. ‘To the Statesmen of South Carolina belongs the 


4 


nately fallthe evils of reducing it to practice. 

If the doctrine of a State Veto upon the laws of the Union 
earries with it internal evidence of its impracticable absurdity, 
our constitutional history will also afford abundant proof th 11 it 
would have been repudiated with indignation, had it been pro- 
posed to form a feature in our Government. 

{n our colonial state, although dependent on another Power, 
we very early considered ourselves as connected by common 
interests with each other. Leagues were formed for common 
defence, and, before the Declaration of Independence, we 
were known in our aggregate character AS THE UNITED COL- 
onies OF America. That decisive and important step was 
taken jointly. We declared ourselves a nation by a joint, not 
by several acts; and when the terms of our confederation 
were reduced to form, it was in that of a solemn league of 
several States, by which they agreed that they would collec- 
tively form one nation for the purpose of conducting some 
certain domestic concerns and all foreign relations. In the in- 
strument forming that union is found an article which de- 
clares that, ‘‘every State shall abide by the determinations of 
Congress on all questions which, by that Confederation, should 
be submitted to them.” 

Under the Confederation, then, no State could legally annul 
a decision of the Congress, or refuse to submit vo its execa- 
tion; but no provision was made to enforce these decisions. 
Congress made requisitions, but they were not complied with. 
|The Government could not operate on individuals. ‘They bad 
no Judiciary, n0 means of collecting revenue. " 





tional honor and prosperity, and to justify the confidence my 
fellow-citizens have reposed in me, 1, ANDREW JACKSON, 
President of the United States, have thought proper to issue 
this my PROCLAMATION, stating my views of the Con- 
stitution and laws applicable to the measures adopted by the 
Convention of South Caroliva, and to ihe reasons they bave 
put forth to sustain them, declaring the course which duty will 
require me to pursue, and, appealing to the understanding and 
patriotism of the People, warn them of the consequences that 
must inevitably result from an observance of the dictates of 
the Convention. 

Sirict duty would require of me nothing more than the exer- 
cise of those powers with which I am now, or may hereafter 
be invested. for preserving the peace of the Union, and for the 
execution of the laws. But the imposing aspect which oppo- 
sition has assumed in this case, by clothing itself with State 
authority, and the deep which the People of the 
United States must all feel in preventing aresort to stronger 
measures, while there is a hope that avy thing will be yielded 
to reasoning and remoustrance, perhaps demand, and will cer- 
tainly justify a full exposition te South Carolina and the na- 
tion, of the views LI entertain of this important question, as 
well as a distinct enunciation of the course which my sense ot 
duty will require me to pursue. 

The Ordinance is founded, not on the indefeasible right of re- 
sisting Acts which are plainly unconstitutional, and too op- 
pressive to be endured; but on the strange position that any 
one State may oot only declare an Act of Congress void, but 
prohibit its execution—that they may do this consistently with 
the Constitution—that the true construction of that instru- 
ment permits a State to retain its place in the Union, and yet 
be bound by no other of its laws than those it may choose to 
consider as constitutional. It is true, they add, that to justify 
this abrogation of a law, it must be palpably contrary to the 
Constitution ; but it is evident, that, to give the right of resist- 
ing laws of Uvat description, coupled with the uncoatrolled 
right to decide what laws deserve chat character, is to give the 
power of resisting all laws. For, as by the theory, there is no 
appeal, the reasons alleged by the State, good or bad, must 
prevail. If it should be said that public opinion is a sufficient 
check against the abuse of this power, it may be asked why it 
is not deemed a sufficient guard against the passage of an un- 
constitutional Act by Congress. There is, however, a re- 
straint in this last case, which makes the assumed power ol a 
State more indefensible, and which does not exist in the other. 
There are two appeals from an unconstitutional Act passed by 


interest 


Congress —« to the Judiciary, the o her to the People aud 
the Siates There is no appeal from the State decision tn 
theory, aud the practical illustration shows thatthe Courts 
are closed ag t any application to review i—both judges 


Pay 


and jurors sworn to decide in its favor. But reasoning 
on this subject is superfiuous when our social compact in ex- 
press ter that the laws of the United States, its 

» aud treaties made under it, are the supreme law 
of the land—and, for greater caution, adds, “that the Judges 
shall be bound thereby, any thing in the Consti- 
laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


’ 
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But the defects of the confederation need not be detailed. 
| Coder its operation we could searcely be called anation. We 
‘had neither prosperity at home nor consideration abroad. 
This state of things could not be endured, and our present 
happy Constitution was formed, but formed in vain, if this 
fatal doctrine prevails. It was formed for important objects 
that are announced in the preamble made in the name and by 
the authority of the People of the United States, whose dele- 
gates framed, and whose conventions approved it. ‘The most 
important among these objects, that which is placed first in 
rank, on which all the others rest, is, * fo form a more perfect 
Union.” Now, is it possible that, even if there were uo ex- 
press provision giving supremacy to the Constitution and laws 
‘of the United States over those of the States—can it be con- 
| ceived, that an iustrument made for the purpose of * forming 
ia more perfect Union” than that of the Confederation, couid 
ihe so constructed, by the assembled wisdom of our country, as 
‘to substitute for that Confederation a form of Government 
‘dependent for its existence on the local interest, the party spir- 
jit of a State, or of a prevailing faction ina State? Every 
‘man of plain, unsophisticated understanding, who hears the 
question, will give such an answer as may preserve the Union. 
| Metaphysical subtlety, in pursuit of an impracticable theory, 
could alone have devised one that is caleulated to de- 
stroy it. 

I consider, then, the power to anoul a law of the United 
States, assumed by one State, INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE EX- 
ISTENCE OF THE UNION, CONTRADICTED EXPRESSLY BY THE 
|LETTER OF THE CONSTITUTION, UNAUTHORIZED BY ITS SPIRIT, 
}{NCONSISTENT WITH EVERY PRINCIPLE ON WHICH IT WAS 
FUUNDED, AND DESTRUCTIVE OF THE GREAT OBJECT FOR 
WHICH IT WAS FORMED. 

After this general view of the leading principle, we must 
examine the particular application of it which is made in the 
Ordinance. 

The preamble rests its justification on these grounds: It as- 
‘sumes as a fact, that the obnoxious law $, although they pur. 
port to be laws for raising revenue, were in reality intended 
for the protection of manufactures, which purpose it asserts to 
ibe unconstitutioval—that the operation of these laws is un- 
equai—that the amouut raised by them is greater than is 
required by the wants of the Government—and fina!'y, 
that the proceeds are to be applied to objects unauthorized by 
ithe Constitution. ‘These are the only causes alleged to justify 











an open opposition to the laws of the country, and a threat of 


seceding from the Union, if any attempt should be made to 
enforce them. ‘The first virtually acknowledges, that the law 
in question was passed under a power expressly given by the 
Constitution, to lay and collect imposts; but its constitutional- 
ity is drawn in question from the motives of those who passed 
it. However apparent this purpose may be in the present ¢ase, 
|nothing can be mere dangerous than to admit the position 
‘that an unconstitutional purpose, entertained by the members 
who assent to a law enacted under a constitutional power, 
shall make that law void: for bow is that purpose to be as- 
‘certained ?> Whois to make the serutiny? How often may 
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concealed by false professions—in how many is no declaration 
of motive made? Admit this doctrine, and you give to the 
States an uncontrolled right to decide, and every law may be 
annulled under this pretext. If, therefore, the absurd and 
dangerous doctrine should be admitted, that a State may apn- 
nul an unconstitutional jaw, or one that it deems such, it will 
not apply to the present case. 

The uext objection is, that the laws in question operate un- 
equally. ‘This objection may be made with truth to every law 
that ever has been or can be passed. The wisdom of man ne- 
ver yet contrived asystem of taxation that would operate 
with perfect equality. If the unequal operation of the law 
makes it unconstitutional, and if all laws of that |description 
may be abrogated by any State for that cause, then, indeed, is 
the Federal Constitution unworthy of the slightest efforts for 
its preservation. We have hitherto relied on it as the perpetu- 
al bond of our Union. We have received it as the work of 
the assembled wisdom of the nation. We have trusted to it 
as the sheet-anchor of our safety in the stormy times of con- 
flict witha foreign or domestie foe. We have looked to it with sa- 
cred awe, as the palladium of our liberties, and with all the solem- 
nities of religion have pledged to each other our lives and fortuves 
here, and our hopes of happiness hereafter, in its defence and 
support. Were we mistaken, my countrymen, in attaching 
this importance to the Constitution of our country? Was our 
devotion paid to the wretched, inefficient, clumsy contrivance, 
which this new doctrine would make it? Did we pledge our- 
selves to the support of an airy nothing—a bubble that must 
be blown away by the first breath of disaffection? Was this 
self-destroying, visionary theory, the work of the profound 
Statesmen, the exalted Patriots to whom the task of constitu- 
tional reform was entrusted? Did the name of Washington 
sanction—did the States deliberaiely ratify such an anomaly 
in the history of fundamental legislation? No. We were not 
mistaken. The letter of this great instrument is free from 
this radical fault; its language directly contradicts the impu- 
tation; its spirit, its evident intent, contradicts it. No, we 
did not err! Our Constitution does not contain the absurdity 
of giving power to make laws, and another power to resist 
them. ‘The sages whose memory will always be reverenced, 
have given us a practical, and, as they hoped, a permanent 
Constitutional Compact. The father of his country did not af- 
fix his revered name to so palpable an absurdity. Nor did the 
States, when they severally ratified it, do so under the impres- 
sion that a veto on the laws of the United States was reserved 
to them, or that they could exercise it by implication. Search 
the debates in all their Conventions—examine the speeches of 
the most zealous opposers of the Federal authority—look at 
the amendments that were proposed—they are all silent—not 
a syllable uttered, not a vote given, not a motion made to cor- 
rect the explicit supremacy given to the laws of the Union over 
those of the Stutes—or to show that implication, as is now 
contended, could defeat it. No—we have not erred! ‘The 
Constitution is still the object of our reverence, the bond of our 
Union, our defence in danger, the source of our prosperity 10 | 
peace. It shall descend as we have received it, uncorrupted 
by sophistical coustruction, to our posterity; and the sacrifices 
of local interest, of State prejudices, of personal auimosities, 
that were made to bring it into existence, will again be patri- 
olically offered for its support. 

The two remaining objections made by the Peay mage 
these laws are, that the sums intended to be raised by tittm 
are greater than are required, and that the proceeds will be 
unconstituuionally employed. 

The Constitution has givea expressly to Congress the right 

of raising revenue, aud of determining the sum the public ex- 
igencies will require. ‘The States have no contiol over ihe 
exercise of this right, other than that which results from the 
power of changing the Represensatives who abuse it, and thus 
procure redress. Congress may, undoubtedly, abuse this dis- 
cretionary power, but the same may be said of others with 
which they are vested. Yet the discretion must exist some- 
where. ‘The Constitution has givep it to the Representatives 
of all the People, checked by the Representatives of the States, 
aud by the Executive power. The South Carolina construc- 
tion gives it to the Legislature or Convention of a single State, 
where neither the People of the different States, por the States 
in their separate capacity, vor the Chief Magistrate elected by 
the People, have avy representation! Which is the most dis- 
creet disposition of the power! 1 do not ask you, fellow-citi- 
zens, which is the constitutional disposiiion—that instrument 
speaks “a language not to Se misunderstood. But if you were 
assembled in General Convention, which would you think the 
safest depository of this discretionary power in the !ast resort ? 
Wout you add a clause giving it to each of the States, or 
would you sanction the wise provisions already made by your 
Coustiution? If this should be the result of your delibera- 
ions when providing for the future, are you, can you be, 
ready. to sisk all that we hold dear, to establish for a tempo- 
rary and local purpose, that which you must acknowledge to 
be desiructive, and even absurd, as a general provision? Car- 
ry out the cousequences of this right vested in the different 
States, and you must perceive that the crisis your conduct pre- 
sents this day would recur whenever any law of the United 
States displeased any of the States, and that we should soon 
cease to be a nation. 
» The Ordinance, with the same knowledge of the future that 
characterizes a former objection, tells you that the proceeds of 
the tax will be unconstitutionally applied. If this could be as- 
certaived with certainty, the objection would, with more pro- 
priety, be reserved for the law so applying the proceeds, but 
surely cannot be urged against the laws levying the duty. 

‘T bese are the allegations contained in the Ordinance. Ex- 
amine them seriously, my fellow -citizens—judge for yourselves. 
1 appeal to you to determine whether they are so clear, so 
convincing, as to leave no doubt of their correctness; and even 
if you should come to this conclusion, how far they justify the 
reckless, destructive course, which you are directed to pursue. 
Keview these objections, and the conclusions drawn from them, 
once more. What are they? Every law, then, for raising 
revenue, according to the South Carolina Ordinance, may be 
rightfully annulled, unless it be so framed as no Jaw ever will 
or can be framed. Congress have a right to pass laws for 
raising arevenue, and each State have a right to oppose their 
eXeculion—two rights directly opposed to each other—and yet 
is this absurdity supposed to be contained in an instrument 
drawn for the express purpose of avoiding collisions between 











‘bad purposes be falsely imputed—in how many cases are they 
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the most enlightened Statesmen and purest Patriots ever em- 


bodied for a similar purpose. 

In vain have these sages declared that Congress shall have 
power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises— 
in vain have they provided that they shall have power to pass 
laws which shall be necessary and proper to carry those pow- 
ers into execution, that those laws and that Constitution shall 
be the *“‘supreme law of the land, and that the Judges in every 
State shall be bound thereby—any thing in the Constitution or 


the unity of a Nation; and any injury to that unity is not only 
a breach which would result from the contravention of a com- 
pact, but it is an offence against the whole Union. 
any State may at pleasure secede from the Union, is to say 
that the United States are not a Nation; because it would be ; 
its connexion with the other parts, to their injury or ruin, with- 
out committing any offence. 
tionary act, may be morally justified by the extremity of op 


To say that! 


solecism to contend that any part of a Nation might dissolve 


“ecession, like anv other revolu- | 
@ ; 


of the inland States agree to pay the duties that may be im- 
posed without their assent by those on the Atlantic or the Gulf, 
for their own benefit? Shall there be a free port in one State 
and operous duties in another? No one believes that any right 
' exists in a single Siate to involve all the others in these and 
countless other evils, coutrary to engagements solemnly made. 
| Every one must see that the other States, in self-defence, must 
oppose it at ail hazards. 


| ‘These are the alternatives that are presented. by the Con- 

laws of any State to the cuntrary notwithstanding.” In vain | pression; but to call it a constitutional right, is confounding the| vention: A repeal of all the acts for raising revenue, leaving 

have the People of the several States solemnly sanctioned | meaning of terms, and cau only be done through gross error,| the Government without the means of support; or an acqui- 
’ these provisions, made them their paramouat law, and indi- | or to deceive those who are willing to assert a right, but would | 


| escence in the dissolution of our { nion by the secession of one 
pause before they made a revolution or incur the penalties con- | of its members. When the first was proposed. it was known 
sequent on a failure. that it could not be listened to for a moment. It was known. 

Because the Union was formed by compact, it is said the} if foree was applied to oppose the execution of the lave, that 
parties to that compact may, when they feel themselves ag-| it must 6e repelled by foree—that Congress could not, without 
grieved, cepart from it: but it is precisely because it is a com-| involving itself in disgrace, and the country in ruin, accede to 
pact that they cannot. A compact is an agreement or binding | the proposition: and yet if this is not done in a given day, or 
obligation. It may by its terms have a sauction or penalty for | if any attempt is made to execute the laws, the State is, by the 
its breaeh, or it may not. If it contains no sanction, it may be | Ordinance, declared to be out of the Union. 
broken with po other consequences than moral guilt; if it have} 


vidually sworn to support them whenever they were called on 
to execute any office. Vain provisions! ineffectual restric- 
tions! vile profanation of oaths! miserable mockery of legis- 
lation !—if a bare majority of the voters in any one State 
may, on a real or supposed knowledge of the intent with 
, which a law has been passed, declare themselves free from its 
} operation—say here it gives too little, there too much, and 
| operates unequaliy—here it suffers articles to be free that 
ought to be taxed—there it taxes those that ought to be free— 


The majority of 











a Convention assembled for the purpose, have dictated these 
in this case the proceeds are intended to be applied to purposes | a sanction, then the breach incurs the designated or implied | terms, or rather this rejection of all terms, in the name of the 
) which we do net approve—ia that, the amount raised is more | penalty. A league between independent nations, generally, has} People of South Caroliua. It is true that the Governor of the 
than is wanted. Cougress, it is true, are invested by the Con-| no sanction other than a moral one; or, if it should contain a} State speaks of the submission of their grievances to a Con- 
' stitution with the right of deciding these questions according | penalty, as there is no common superior, it cannot be euforced. | vention of all the States; which, he says, they “sincerely and 
; to their sound discretion—Congress is composed of the Repre- | A Government, on the contrary, always has a sanction, express, | anxiously seek and desire.’’ Yet this obvious and constitutional 
é sentatives of all the States, and of all the People of the States; | or implied; and, in our case, it is both uecessarily inplied, aud | mode of obtaining the sense of the other States on the con- 
. but we, partof the people of one State, to whom the Consti- | expressly given. struction of the Federal Compact, and amending it, if neces- 
° tution has given no power ou the subject, from whom it has Ao attempt by force of arms to destroy a Government, is an sary, has never been attempted by those who have urged the 
d expressly taken it away--we, who have solemiy agreed that | offence, by whatever means the Constitutional Compact may | State on to this destructive measure. The State might have 
- this Constitution shail be our law—twe, most of whom have | have been formed; and such Goverament has the right, by the | proposed the call for a General Convention, to the other States: 
= sworn to support it—10% now abrogate this law. and swear, and | law of self-defence, to pass \cts for punishing the offender, uul- ind Congress, ifa sufficient number of them concurred, must 
y : force others to swear, that it shall not be obeyed—and we do | less that right is modified, restrained, or resumed, by the consti-| have called it. But the First Magistrate of South Carolina, 
yt i this, not because Congress have no right lo pass such laws— tutional Act. In our system, although it is modified in the case when he expressed a hope that, *‘on a review by Congress and 
- this we do not allege—but because they have passed them with | of treason, yet authority is expressly given to pass all laws ne-| the funetionaries of the General Government, of the merits of 
A” ' improper views. They are unconstitutional from the motives cessary to carry its powers into effect, and under this grant pro- the controv ersy,” a Conventien will be accorded to them, must 
has of those who passed them, which we can never with certainty | vision has been made for punishing acts which obstruct the due | have known that neither Congress nor any functionary of the 
'Y | know—from their unequal operation, although it is impossible | administration of the laws. General Goveroment has authority to call such a Convention, 
ae | from the nature of things that they should be equal—and from It would seem superfluous to add any thing to show the na- | unless it be demanded by two-thirds of the States. This sug- 
the disposition which we presume may be made of their pro- | ture of that union which connects us; but as erroneous opinions gestion, then, is another instance of the reckless inattention to 
D 


f ceeds, although that disposition has not been declared. ‘This|on this subject are the foundation of doctrines the most de- 
f- 


|} the provisions of the Constitution, with which this crisis has 
is the plain meaning of the Ordinance in relation to laws which | structive to 














our peace, | must give some further developement | been madly hurried on; or of the attempt to persuade the Peo- 
he + §6it abrogates for alleged unconstitutionality. But it does not|to my views on this subject. No one, fellow-citizens, has a/ ple that a constitutional remedy had been sought and refused. 
s. } stop there. It repeals, in express terms, an important part of | higher reverence for the reserved rights of the States, than the | If the Legislature of South Carolina “anxiously desire” a 
ed the Constitution itself, and of the laws passed to give it effect | Magistrate who now addresses you. No oue would make great- | General Convention, to consider their complaints, why have 
ch which have never been alleged to be unconstitutional. ‘The | er persoual sacrifices, or official exertions, to defend them from } they not made application for it in the way the Constitution 
of Constitution declares that the judicial powers of the United | violation; but equal care must be taken to prevent, on their} points out? The assertion that they “‘ earnestly seek” it, is 
at States extend to cases arising under the laws of the United | part, an improper interference with, or resumption of, the rights | completely negatived by the omission. 
oat States, and that such Jaws, the Constitution and Treaties, shall | they have vested in the Nation. ‘The line has pot been so dis- This, then, is the position in which we stand. A small ma- 
o™ . be paramount to the State Constitutions and laws. ‘The Ju-| tinctly drawn as to avoid doubts, in some cases, of the exercise! jority of the citizens of ove State in the Union have elected 
_ diciary Act prescriles the mode by which the case may bejof power. Men of the best intentions and soundest views, | delegates to a State Convention: that Convention has ordain- 
ow brought before a Court of the United States, by appeal, when | may differ in their construction of some parts of the Constitu-j} ed that all the revenue laws of the United States must be re- 
be a State tribunal shall decide against this provision of the Con-| tion; but there are others on which dispassionate reflection can | pealed, or that they are no longer a member of the Union. 
— stitution. ‘The Ordinance declares there shall be no appeal—| leave no doubt. Of this nature appears to be the assumed right} The Governor of that State has recommended to the Legisla- 
wt makes the State law paramount to the Constitution aod laws |of secession. It rests, as we have seen, on the alleged undi-| ture the raising of an army to carry the secession into effect, 
ted of the United States—forces Judges and Jurors to swear that | vided sovereignty of the States, and on their having formed in| and that he may be empow ered to give clearances to vessels in 
ave they will disregard their provisions 5 and even makoas it penal this sovereign capacity a compact, which is called tne Consti- the name of the State. Ne act of violent opposition to the 
re in a suitor to attempt relief by appeal. It further declares that | tution, from which, because they made it, they have a right to| laws has yet been committed, but such a state of things is hour- 
tabll it shall not be lawful for the authorities of the United States,| secede. Both of these positions are erroneous, and some of the ly apprehended, aud it is the intent of this instrument to PRO- 
or of that State. to entorce the payment of duties imposed by arguments to prove them so. have been anticipated. CLAIM not only that the duty imposed on me by the C onstitu- 
: “~ the revenue laws withia its limits. The States severally have not retained their entire sove-| tion, “to take care that the laws be faithfully executed,” shall 
2 Here is a law of the United States, not even pretended tojreignty. It has been shown, that, in becoming parts of a na-| be performed to the extent of the powers already vested in me 
| be be unconstitutional, repented bv the authority of a small ma- | tion, not members of a league, they surrendered many of their by law, or of such others as the wisdom of Congress shall de- 
. jority of the voters of a single State. liere isa provision of | essential parts of sovereiguty. The right to make treaties— vise and entrust to me for that purpose ; but to warn the citi- 
ight the Constitution which is solemuly abrogated by the same | declare war—levy taxes—exercise exclusive judicial and legis- | zens of South Carolina, who have been deluded into an oppo- 
di authority. lative powers—were all of them functions of sovereign power. | sition to the laws, of the danger they will ineur hy obedience 
che On such expositions and reasonings the Ordinance grounds | The States, then, for all these important purposes, were no} to the illegal and disorganizing Ordinance of the Convention— 
ihe not only an assertion of the right to annul the laws of which it| longer sovereign. The allegiance of their citizens was trans-| to exhort those who have refused to support it, to persevere in 
— complains, but to enforce it by a threat of seceding from the | ferred in the first instance to the Government of the United] their determination to uphold the Constitution and laws of 
dis- Union if any attempt ts made to execute them. States—they became American citizens, and owed obedience to} their country—and to point out to all, the perilous situation 
with This right to secede is deduced from the nature of the Con- | the Constitution of the United States, and to laws made in| into which the good People of that State have been led,—and 
— stitution, which, they say, is a compact between sovereign | conformity with the powers it vested in Congress. This last} that the course they are urged to pursue is one of rgin and dis- 
—— States, who have preserved their whole sovereignty, and there- | position has not bees, and cannot be, denied. How then can grace to the very State whose rights they afiect to support. 
re fore are subject to no superior: that because they made the | that State be said to be sovereign and independent, whose citi-  Fellow-citizens of my pative State '_.jet me not on'y admo- 
PY. compact, they ean break it, when, in their opinion, it has been | zens owe obedience to laws not made by it, and whose magis-| nish you, as the First Magistrate of our common country, not 
tate, departed from by the other States. Fallacious as this course | trates are sworn to disregard those laws, when they come in} to incur the penalty of its laws, but use the influences that a 
tor gw of reasoning is, it enlists State pride, and finds advocates in the | conflict with those passed by another? What shows conclu-| father would over his children whom he saw rushing to certain 
ed by honest prejudices of those who have not studied the nature of | sively, that the States cannot be said to have reserved an up-j| ruin. In that paternal language, with that paternal! feeling, let 
} ete out Government sufficiently to see the radical error on which it | divided sovereigaty, is, that they expressly ceded the right to} me tell you, my countrymen, that you are deluded by men who 
tn dagen | punish treason—not treason against their separate power, but] are either deceived themselves or wish to deceive you. Mark 
mous The People of the United States: formed the Constitution, | treason against the United States. Treason is an offence! under what pretences you have been led on to the brink of in- 
mic$3 acting through the State Legislatures in making the compact, | against sovereignty, and sovereignty must reside with the pow-| surrection ane treason, on which you stand! First, a diminu- 
be oe to meet and discuss its provisions, and acting in separate Con-/| er to pauish it. But the reserved rights of the States are not} tion of the value of your staple commodity, lowered by over- 
ares ventions when they ratified those provisions; but the terms | less sacred, because they have, for their common interest, made production in other quarters, and the consequent diminution in 
as, OF used in its construction, show it to be a Government in which | the Geoeral Government the depository of these powers. The the value of vour lands. were the sole effect of the Tariff Laws. 
nad the People of all the States collectively are represented. We | unity of our political character (as has been shown for another} The effect of those laws was confessedly injurious, but the evil 
wera- are one People in the choice of the President aod Vice Presi | parpese) commenced with its very existence. Under the Royal Was great!y exaggerated by the unfounded theory you were 
mu be, lent. Here the States have no other agency than to direct the | Government we had no separate character—our opposition to] taucht to believe, that its burdens were in proportion to your 
PTT po- node in which the votes shall be given. The candidates ha- | its uppressious began as Usitrep Cononies. We were the exports, pot to your consumption of imported articles. Yovrr 
pe 9 ‘ing the majority of all the votes are chosen. The electors of | Usirey Strares under the Confederation; and the name was pride was roused by the assertion that a submission to those 
A sift i majority of States may have given their votes for one candi- | perpetuated, and the Union rendered more perfect, by the Fe-] jaws was a state of vassalage. and that resistance to them was 
serenns late and yet another may be chosen. The People, then, and | deral Coustituiion. In none of these stages did we consider equal, in patriotic merit, to the opposition our Fathers offered 
fe oe at the States, are represented in the Executive branch. | ourselves in any other light than as forming ove Nation. Trea-} to the oppressive laws of Great Britain. You were told that 
uited In the House of Representatives there is this difference, that} ties and alliances were made in the name of all. Troops were! this oppesition might be peaceably, might be constitutionally, 
{| soon he people of one State do not. as in the case of President and raised for the joint defence. How then, with all these proofs made—that you might enjoy all the advantages of the Union 
‘ice President, all vote for the same officers. The people of | that, under all changes of our position, we had, for designated and bear none of its burdens. Eloquent appeals to your pas- 
e that | the States do not vote for all the members, each State elect- | purposes and with defined powers, created National Govern-| sions, to your State pride, to your native courage, to your sense 
eds of ig only its own representatives. But this creates po material | meuts—how is it, that the most perfect of these several modes| of real injury, were used to prepare you for the period when 
be as- istinetion. When chosen, they are all representatives of the | of union, should now be considered as a mere league, that may| the mask which concealed the hideous features of pisuNtoN 
nde nited States, not representatives of the particular State from | be dissolved at pleasure ! It is from an abuse of terms. Com-| chould be taken off. It fell, and you were made to look with 
s, but hich they come. They are paid by the United States, not by | pact is used as synonymous with league, although the true term complacency on objects which not long since you would have 
[a le State; nor are they accountable to it for any act done in| is not employed, because it would at once show the fallacy Of! regarded with horror. Look back to the arts which have 
Ex- i¢ performance of their legislative functions; and however | the reasoning. It would not do to say, that our Constitution | brought cou to this state—look forward to the consequences to 
ae ley may in practice, as it is their duty to do, eonsult and pre-' was only a league, but, it Is labored to prove it a compact! which i, must inevitably iead! Look back to what was first 
ar, $0 ‘ the interests of their particular constituents when they come. (which in one sense it is), and then to argue, that as a league told you as an inducement to enter into this dangerous course! 
leven contact with any other partial or local interest, yet it is their| is a coumpact, every compact between nations must of course | The great political truth was repeated to you, that you had the 
ly the st and highest duty, as re presentatives of .he United States, bea league, and that from such au engagement every SOve- | revolutionary right of resisting all laws that were palpably un- 
ursuc. promote the general good. reign Power has a right to recede. Bat, it bas been shown] constitutional and intolerably oppressive—it was added that 
them, The Constitution of the United States, then. forms a Go-} that, in this sense, the States are not sovereign, aod that even the right to nullify a law rested on the same principle, but that 
Rising mment, not a league, and whether it be formed by compact if they were, and the National Constitution had been formed] jy was a peaceable remedy! This character which was given 
ay be tween the States, or in any other manner, its character is the} by compact, there would be no right im any one State to ex-| to jt, made you receive with too much confidence the assertions 
or will me. It is a Government in which all the Peoyle are repre-| onerate itself from its obligations. that were made of the unconstitutionality of the law, and its 
Ns for ated, which operates directly on the People individually, not} So obvious are the reasons which forbid this secessioa, that oppressive effects. Mark, my fellow-citizens, that by the ad- 
> their on the States—they retained all the power they did not! it is necessary only to allude to them. The Union was formed) mission of your leaders, the vaconstitutionality must be palpa- 
id yet ant. But each State having expressly parted with so many | for the benefit of all. It was produced by mutual sacrifices of ble, or it will not jostify either resistance or Nullification! 
ment Wwers as to constitute, jointly with the other States, a single | interests and opinions. Can those sacrifices be recailed? Can} What is the meaning of the word palpable, in the sense in 
part gee Alion, cannot from that period possess any right to secede, | the States who magnanimously surrendered their title to the} which ic i Sere used 1—that which is apparent to every one, 
bly of cause such a secession does not break a league, but detroys | Territories of the West, fecal the grant? Will theinhabitants)| ;hat which no man of ordinary intellect will fail to perceive. 
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is the unconostitutionality of these laws of that description? 
Let those among your leaders who once approved and advo- 
cated the principle of protective duties, answer the question ; 
and fet them choose whether they will be considered a+ inca- 
pable, then, of perceiving that which must have been apparent 
to every man of common understanding, or, as imposing upon 
your confidence and endeavoring to mislead you now. lo 
either case, they are unsafe guides in the perilous path they 
urge you Ponder well on this circumstance, and you 
will know how to appreciate the exaggerated language they 
' They are not champions of liberty emulating 
of our Revolutionary Fathers, por are you an op- 


oO tread. 


address to vou. 


the i; me 


pressed people contending, as they repeat to you, against worse 
than colouial vassalage. You are free members of a flourish- 
ing and happy Union. There is no settled design to oppress 


you You have, indeed, felt the unequal operation of laws 
which may have been unw isely, not unconstitutionally, passed ; 
but that ine quality must necessarily be removed. 

At the very moment when you were madly urged on to the 
unfortunate course you have begun, a change in public opinion 
had d. The nearly approaching payment of the 
public debt, and the consequent necessity of a diminution of 
already produced a considerable reduction, and 


, 
autics, had 


commence 


that, too, on some articles of general consumption in your 
State. The importance of this change was underrated, and 


you were authoritatively told that no further alleviation of your 
burdens was to be expected, at the very time when the condi- 
tion of the country imperiously demanded such a modification 
of the duties as should reduce them to a just and equitable 
But, as if apprehensive of the effect of this change in 
allaying your discontents, you were precipitated into the fear- 
ful state in which you find yourselves. 

I have urged you to look back to the means that were used 
to hurry you on to the position you have now assumed, and 
forward to the cousequences it will produce. Something more 
is necessary. Contemplate the condition of that country of 
which you still form an important part!—consider its Govern- 
ment, uniting in one bond of common interest and general pro- 
tection, so many different States—giving to all their inhabitants 
the proud title ‘of American Crrizen—protecting their com- 
merce—securing their literature and their arts—facilitating 
their intercommunication—defending their frontiers—and ma- 
king their name respected in the remotest parts of the earth! 
Consider the extent of its territory, its increasing and happy 
population, its advance in arts, which render life agreeable, and 
the sciences, which elevate the mind! See education spread- 
ing the lights of religion, morality, and general information, 
into every cottage in this wide extent of our Territories and 
States! Bebold it as the asylum where the wretched and the 
oppressed find a refuge and support! Look on this picture of 
happiness and honor, and say, WE, TOO, ARE CITIZENS OF 
America—Carolina is one of these proud States—her arms 
defended, her best blood has cemented, this happy Union! And 
then add, if you can, without horror and remorse, this happy 
Union we will dissolve—this picture of peace and prosperity we 
will deface—this free intercourse we will interrupt—these fer- 
tile fields we will deluge with blood—the protection of that glo- 
rious flag we renounce—the very name of Americans we dis- 
eard! And for what, mistaken men! for what do you throw 
away these inestimable blessings—for what would you ex- 
change your share in the advantages and honor of the Union? 
For the dream of a separate independeoce—a dream interrupt- 
ed by bloody conflicts with your neighbors, and a vile depend- 
ence on a foreign Power. If your leaders could succeed in es- 
tablishing a separation, what would be your situation? Are 
you united at bome—are you free from the apprehension of 
civil discord, with all its fearful consequences? Do our neigh- 
boring Republics, every day suffering some new insurrectioo— 
do they excite your envy? But the dictates of a high duty 
oblige me solemnly to announce that you cannot succeed. 

The laws of the United States must be executed. I have no 
diseretionary power on the subject—my duty is emphatically 
pronounced in the Constitution. Those who told you that you 
might peaceably prevent their execution, deceived you—they 
could not have been deceived themselves. They know that a 
forcible opposition could alone prevent the execution of the 
laws, and they know that such opposition must be repelled. 
Their object is disunion; but be not deceived by names: dis- 
union, by armed force, is TREASON. Are you really ready to 
incur its guilt? If you are, on the heads of the instigators of 
the act be the dreadful consequences—on their heads be the 


scale. 


lishonor. but 





yn yours may fall the punishment—on your un- 
appy State w ill inevitably fall all the evils of the conflict you 
orce upon the Government of your country. It cannot accede 
to the mad project of disunion of which you would be the first 
vietims—its First Magistrate cannot, if he would, avoid the 
performance of his duty—the consequence must be fearful for 
you, distressing to your fellow-citizens bere, and to the friends 
of good government throughout the world. Its enemies have 
beheld our prosperity with a vexation they could not conceal— 
it was a standing refutation of their slavish doctrines. and they 
will point to our discord with the triumph of malignant joy. 
It is yet in your power to disappoint them. There is yet time 
to show that the descendants of the Pinckoeys, the Sumpters, 
the Rutleges, and of the thousand other names which adorn 
the pages of your revolutionary history, will not abandon that 
Union to support which, so many of them fought, and bled, and 
[ adjure you, as you honor their memory—as you love 
the cause of freedom, to which they dedicated their lives—as 
you prize the peace of your country, the lives of its best citi- 
zens, and your own fair fame, to retrace your steps. Snatch 
from the archives of vour State the disorgavizing edict of its 
Conveution—bid its members to re-assemble avd promulgate 
expressions of your will to remain in the path 
which alone cau conduct you to safety, prosperity and honor— 
rel. them that, compared to disunion, all other evils are light, 
because that brings with it an accumulation of all—declare 
that you will never take the field unless the star spangled ban- 


died. 


the decid | 


ner of your coantry shall float over you—that you will not be 
stigmatized when dead, and dishonored and scorned while you 
e, as the authors of the first attack op the Constitution of 
your count:y '—Its destroyers you cannot be. You may dis- 
ark it —you may interrupt the course of its prosperity 
—" may cloud its reputation for stability—bat its tranquil- 
will | stored, its prosperity will retera, and the stain 
wpoen its natrens! character will be transferred avd remain an 
cteran ton the memory of those who caused the disorder. 


ov of the United States! The threat of unhal- 


4 Supreme Court, to be made at its next term, against Georgia, 


lowed disunion—the names of those, ouce respected, by whom 
it is uttered—the array of military force to support it—denote 
the approach of a crisis in our affairs on which the continuance 
of our unexampled prosperity, our political existence, and per- 
baps that of all free governments, may depend. ‘The conjunc- 
ture demanded a free, a full aud explicit enunciation, not only 
of my intentions but of my principles of action; and as the 
claim was asserted of a right by a State to annul the laws of | 
the Union and even to secede from ii at pleasure, a frank expo- | 
sition of my opinions in relation to the origin and form of our | 
Government, and thé construction | gite to the instrument by | 
which it was-created, seemed to be proper. Having the fullest | 
confidence in the justness of the legal and constitutional opinion 
of my duties which has been expressed, I rely with equal con- 
fidence on your undivided support in my determination to exe- | 
cute the laws—to preserve the Union by all constitutional 
means—to arrest, if possible, by moderate but firm measures, | 
the necessity of a recourse to force; and, if it be the will of} 
Heaven that the recurrence of its primeval curse on man for | 
the shedding of a brother's blood should fall upon our land, | 
that it be not called down by any offensive act on the part of | 
the United States. 
Fellow-citizens! The momentous case is before you. On 
your undivided support of your Government de pends the dect- | 
sion of the great question it involves, whether your sacred | 
Union will be preserved, and the blessing it secures to us as | 
one peuple shall be perpetuated. No one can doubt that the) 
unanimity with which that decision will be expressed, will be 
such as to inspire new confidence in republican institutions, | 
and that the prudence, the wisdom, and the courage which it 
will bring to their defence, will transmit them unimpaired and 
invigorated to our children. 
May the great Ruler of nations grant that the signal bless- 
ings with which He has favored ours, may vot, by the madness 
of party or personal ambition, be disregarded and lost: and 
may His wise Providence bring those who have produced this 
crisis, to see the folly, before they feel the misery, of civil strife: 
and inspire a returning veneration for that Union which, if we 
may dare to penetrate His designs, He bas chosen as the only 
meaus of attaining the high destinies to which we may reason- 
ably aspire. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United 
States to be hereunto affixed, having signed the same 
with my band. 

Done at the City of Washington, this 10th day of December, 
in the yéar of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two, and the Independence of the United States 
the fifty-seventh. 
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ANDREW JACKSON. 
By the President : 
Lipw. Livineston, 
Secretary of State. 
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The President's Proclamation.—This document, which ap- 
pears in our paper of to-day, was received in this city on the 
lith instant, and has been published by all the papers of all 
parties. At Harrisburg, 5,000 copies in English, and 8,000 in 
German have been ordered to be printed for distribution by the 
Senate, and an additional number by the House of Represcat- 
atives, by both of which bodies it was ordered to be entered on 
their Journals; and, we presume, it will be copied into every 
paper throughout the Commonwealth. 
the papers of this aud of other Northern States, it appears to 


As far as we have seen 


have met with the universal approbation of the press. It would 
be folly to conceal this, and the readers of this Journal will be 
fully prepared to believe the assertion, when they recollect how 
repeatediy we have told them that the Federal Party and the 
so called Democratic Party in this State, have not, for years, 
differed, in the slightest degree, upon political principles. They 
are all in favor of a Consolidated Government ; they no longer 
believe in State Rights, however a few of them may prate 
aboat them, and have no doubt of the power of Congress to do 
whatever it may deem expedient for the promotion of * the 
general welfare.” With the Proclamation, the Tariff Party is 
Nearly all the apprehensions they 
had formed of a permanent overthrow of the American Sys- 
tem, from the language of the Annual Message of the 4th iast., 
have been removed. ‘They knew perfectly well, that in the 
reserved rights of the States resided the only effective power to 


delighted beyond measure. 


oppose their monopolies ; and they now consider that the utter 
denial, under the sanction of the potent and influential name 
of the President, of all State remedies against federal usurpation 
held by Jefferson, Madison, and McKean, and the other promi- 
nent leaders of the Republican Party, as the fuedamental doc- 
trines of our political system, will put down all attempts on the 
part of the Southern and South-western States, any longer to 
sustain doctrives so subversive of the uncontrolled supremacy of 
The high-toned Federalists who, a 
week before, denounced the President for his Message, which, 
they said, disp!ayed a desire to restore the principles ef the old 


the National Government. 


Confederation of 1777, now express the most unqualified appro- 
bation of the Proclamation, which they consider to be, in the 
highest degree, accordant with their theory of government. 
Indeed, we bave no doubt that if the President shall give up 
his opposition to the Bank, and shall enforce the decision of the 


with the same zeal and determination which he has manifested 
in reference to South Carolina, he would be, at the North, the 
most popular President we have had since the days of Wash- 
ington. And to do the Federal Party justice, we must say, 
that they are consistent in their views. What they maintain 
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now, is what they maintained in "98; whereas, in reference to 
the President, it is evident, that his opinions have undergone a 
revolution in six days, hitherto unexawpled in political bistory. 
That there may be no doubt of this, we annex below, an ex- 
tract from the Message of 4th inst., which is sufficient to satisfy 
any man of its truth, who is not blinded by party devotion.* 
We are free now to coufess, that in our advocacy of State 
Rights, we have been conquered, not by reason and argument, 
but by the all-commanding name of Andrew Jackson. As far 
as the North is concerned the question ig at an end. The litile 
band which has bravely fought for three years under our Ban- 


ner, for what they hovestly and conscientiously believed to be 


the true priociples of the Government, must pow retire from 
the contest; for, from this day forth, there is no reason to be- 
lieve that a paper will be found, which will dare to advocate 
any redress for grievances, other than tbe one always held by 
the Federal Party to be the only legitimate one. They can 
‘ive under the new Government as comfortably as their neigh- 
bors, and feeling themselves like the crew of a gun boat left at 
the mercy of an enemy's squadron, by the desertion of most of 
the ships of their own fleet, with the high admiral at their 
head, they are bound neither by the laws of honor por of war, 
to maintain the coutest any longer. ‘To Virginia, North Car- 
olina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Tennessee, does it now ‘belong to carry on alone the paper 
warfare for State Rights. If they acquiesce in the doctrines 
What 
course they will pursue, remains to be seen, but we honestly 
confess, that from the indications which have thus far appeared 
in those States, distracted as they are by domestic parties, too 


of the Proclamation, the question is for ever settled. 


much reason has been given for the belief almost universally 
entertained at the North, that they would unite in putting 
down South 
forth the Central 


Carolina. Should such be the ease, thence- 


Government would pot 
consider itself “limited to a general superintending power 
to maintain peace at home and abroad, and to prescribe laws 
on a few subjects of general interest not calculated to restrict hu- 
man liberty,” but would assume ‘ihe power to regulate the 
great mass of the business and concerns of the People ;” and 
should any man in Congress be so silly as to talk of “ State 


at Washington 


Sovereignties,” he would be told, aye, and upon high authority 
too, nothing less than that of John Quincey Adams and An- 
drew Jackson, that * The States severally have not retained 
their entire sovereignty. It has been shown that in becoming 
parts of a nation, not members of a league, they surrendered 
many of their “essential parts of sovereignty”—that “ under 
the Royal Government we had no separate character; our op- 
position to it began as Unrrep Coxonies,” and that “ the alle- 
giance of their citizens was transferred in the first instance to 
the Government of the United States.” 

The Proclamation, it will be observed. makes po declara- 
tion of auy distinct measures which the President proposes to 
pursue. It very properly asserts, * strict duty would require of 
me nothing more than the exercise of those powers with which 
lam now, or may hereafter be, invested, for preserving the 
peace of the Union, and for the execution of the laws.” The 
Aunual Message had previously informed us, that * whatever 
obstructions may be thrown in the way of the Judicial Authori- 
ties of the General Government, it is hoped they will be able 
peaceably to overcome them, by the prudence of their own 
officers and the patriotism of the people. But should this rea- 
sonable reliance on the moderation and good sense of all por- 
tions of our fellow-citizens be disappointed, it is believed that 
the laws themselves are fully adequate to the suppression of 
such attempts as may be immediately made. Should the exi- 
gency arise, rendering the execution of the existing laws im- 
practicable, from any cause whatever, prompt notice of it will 
be given to Congress, with the suggestion of such views and 
measures as may be deemed necessary to meet it.” 

To Congress, then, does it belong to provide for the enact- 
ment of the laws which may be called for by the present 
emergency. Should military force be resorted to, it will not 
be warranted by the Constitution. A proposition to authorize 
such a force to beemployed against a Slate refusing obedience 


to the laws of the Federal Government, was proposed in the 
‘ 
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* Extract from the President’s Message to Congress of 4th instant: 

“ That this Government may be so administered as to preserve its 
efficiency in promoting and securing these general objects, should be 
the only aim of our ambition ; and we cannot, therefore, too carefully 
exumine its stracture, in order that we may not mistake the powers, or 
assume those which the people have reserved to themselves, or have 
preferred to assign to other agents. We should bear constantly in mind 
the fuct that the considerations which induced the framers of the Con- 
stitution to withhold from the General Government the power to regu- 
late the great mass of the business and concerns of the people, have 
been fully justified by experience ; and that it cannot now be doubted 
that the genius of all our institations prescribes simplicity and economy 
as the characteristics of the reform which is yet to be effected in the 
present and future execution of the functions bestowed upon us by the 
Constitution. 

Limited to a general superintending power to maintain peace at home 
and abroad, and to prescribe laws on a few subjects of general interest, 
not calculated to restrict human liberty, but to enforce human rights, 
this Government will find its strength and its glory in the faithful dix 
charge of these plain and simple duties. Relieved by its protecting 
shield from the fear of war and the apprehension of oppression, the 
free enterprize of our citizens, aided bv the State sovereignties, wil! 
work out improvements and amelioratio hich cannot fail to demon 
strate the great truth, that the people can ~uvern themselves, is not onl! 
realized in our example, but that it is dove by a machinery in gover® 
ment so simple and economical as s-».cely to be felt. Phat the Al 
mighty Ruler of the Universe may so direct our deliberations, and ovet 
rule our acts, as to make us instramen‘a/ in securing a result so dear ! 
mankind, is my most earnest and sincere prayer. 





ANDREW JACKSON.” 
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Convention which formed the Constitution, and was rejected. 
Such a power can only be arrived at by implication, and its 
exercise would, beyond doubt, involve the following conse- | 
quences . 
First. The presence of a standing army in South Carolina, 
to keep the people in awe, would create in their breasts pre- 


as 


cisely the same hatred agains; those who should order it, 


ee eee 


was created against the British, when they occupied Charles: 
ton during the Revolutionary War. 


Secondly. Au Uniou founded on force, under our theory ol 


Like the Luion between 


Liberty, is a political absurdity. 


and Greece, or that between Russia and Poland, 


‘Turkey 
it might continue for a time, but there could never be a resto- 


ration of good feeling ; nor could it be maintained without the 


" sis@arer ¢ 1 sys ‘ f 7. 
perpetual presence of a large military and naval force. 





Thirdly. South Carolina might be compelled to submit to su- 
perior foree, but she w ould sever abandon the idea that she was 
a Sovereign State, occupied by a foreign enemy. 

Fourthly. All the States possessing a common interest with 
South Carolina, in refereuce to a very important and delicate 
subject of internal concern, would, sooner or later, for the pre- 
servation of that interest, be forced to declare their Iudepend- 
ence, and unite with Souta Carolina, io the formation of a 
Southern League, which, if resisted by the North, could not 
fail to lead to a long and bloody war. 

Fifthly. 


having already exhibited a thirst for the 


The Western States, following their example, and 
uncontrolled posses- 
slaked 


their Independence, 


sion of the public lands, which will never be ull- 


til they get them, would also declare 


and by giving lands 


to setilers for six-penee an acre, wouid 
draw off the populauon from the Middle aod Northern States, 
and import their feréign goods through New Orleans, or the 
ports of the Free Trade States, on the Atlantic, to the utter 
ruin of the Manufacturers and the Merchants of New England 
and the Middle States, who would lose the sale of their goods 
to the West, aad the carrying trade of the Southern staples. 
Selieving that such results would follow, as here described, 
within ten years, and believing with Mr. Jefferson, most conscien- 
ciously. that vo greater evil could befall the American Family, 
than a dissolution of the | pion, with the single exception of (l 


we are not disposed to sus- 


Government of unilimiled powers, 
tain an unconstitutional police 5 by unconstitutional or even 
Let the Tariff be 


standard, aud the pending difliculty will be at an end. 


doubtfol means. reduced to the revemue 


When. in our last paper, we applauded the doctrines of the 


President's late Annual Messuge to Congress, and stated our 


opinion, that it looked **more like an exposition of republi- 
can doctrines than any Annual Message that has been present- 
ed to Congress since the administration of Mr. Madison,” lit- 
tle did we anticipate that we should so soon be called upon to 
object to doctrint . promulgate d iD another document bearing 
the same signature. Faithful, however, to the principles upon 
which this paper was established, and upoo which it has been 
conducted, we have not hesitated to 


uoifermly express 


our seutimeuts, even though they may pot be acceptable 


to the partisans of the man who, until this time, we had fond- 








ly, but new find vainly, hoped, was destined to re-establish the 
peace of this distracted country, by the restoration of the Go- 
vernment to the trve limits of the Constitution. And sorry 
are we to say, that the promulgation of those doctrines affords 
remark once made 


at least one evict nce of the truth of the 


by Robert (, vodloe llarper, that ** whatever might be the pre 





vious political sentiments of a man before being elected Presi- 


dent of the United States, he would become a Federalist after | 


getting iuto power. 


Sinee writing the foregomwg, we perceive that Governor 


Floyd, of Virginia, sent a Message to the Legislature, oo the 


13th inst., relative.to the affairs of South Carolhoa, which, to 
gether with the Proclamation of the President, was referred to 


a committee of thirteen, in conformity with a resolution offered 


by Mr. Broadnax, io the following words: 


Resolved, That a Committee be appvinted to take tnto.consideration 
the relations existing between the State of South Carolina and the Ge- | 
neral Government of the United States, the consequences likely to re- 
sult to each, and to the ¢ ith of Virginia espectally, from an 
Ordinance and other proc: pted by a Convention recently | 
assembled in South Carolina, and a Proclamation by Andrew Jackson, 
President of the United States, consequent thereon, and lately addreas- | 
ed to the citizens of the United States, and the commanication of the 
(;overnor of this Commonw ealin on the same; and that the said Com-| 
mittee report such measures as, in their epimion, may be deemed expe- 
dient for Virginia to adopt—the propriety of recommending a General | 
Convention of the States, and such a declaration of our views and opi- | 
nions, as it may be proper for her to express in the present fearful and 
impending crisis, for the protection of the rights of the States, the re- 
storation of harmony, and the preservation of the Union. 


omm we 


; 
dings adopt 


In support of his resolution, Mr. Broaduax used the follow- 
ing language : 

«On one side we are assailed with principles, which seem to be im- 
practicable, and with measures w hich threaten to result in disunion and | 
bloodshed. On the other, we are menaced by doctrines promulgated | 
b> those who, to use the language of Scripture, ‘sit wm high places,’ | 
which are diametrically opposed to the principles which Virginia has 
always entertained—to the priuct; les of Jetferson and Madison—and | 
which threaten to break down the barriers which have hitherto preserv- | 
ed the rights of the States, and merge thie Union tn one great Consolt- 
dated Government. 1 admit that the sentiment of ene of our great men, 
that ‘the Union mast be preserved,’ met with my fall concarrence. It} 
must be preserved, but not at the point of the bayonet.” | 


ee 


| 


The names of the Committee are, Broadnax, Dade, Ghol-| 
con, W J 
Charlws 


' hy the free and temper ite discussk 


Randolph, Gilmer, Fautkuer, Moore, Miller, | 


few days, we presume, will bring forth a report, whieh wil! 
probably settle all doubts as to the attitude which Virginia will 
assume at ruis MOMENTOUS crisis. 


ADDRESS 
TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


BY THEIR DELEGATES IN CONVENTION. 


Fellow-Cuizens :— The situation in which you have been placed by 
the usurpations of the Federal Government, is one which you so pecu- 
| 
For the last ten vears, th 


subject of your grievances has been present- 
ed to you. 


You have viewed 
ind you seem more and 
by both branches of the Le- 


This subjec you have W ell ( onsidered. 
it in all its aspects, bearings, and tendencies 
more confirmed in the opinion, expressed 
gisiature, that the Tartfl 


in its Operation, is not only “ grossly unequal 
and unjust, but is such 


2 aAvuse ol 


pow er as is inc mM pattbi - 
principles of a free Government, and the 


great ends of civil society : 
and that, if persisted in, 


‘the fate of this State would be poverty and 
utter desolation. 


; 


ms of the Press, there is no reason 
; 
; 


to believe that it can ever sabside, by any means short of the remov: 
ol the urgent abuse: and it Is under tis 


general conviction, 
have been convened to take into consideration. not only the cha 


and extent of your grievances, but also the mode and measu 


icter 


i } 
ot reare ss. 


This daty, fellow-citizens, we have discharged to the best of our 
judgments, and the result of our deliberations will be found in the De- 
CLARATION and (ORDINANC! lust passed by us—founded on tine great 
ind undeniable truth, that im all cases of a palpable, oppressive and 


dangerous intraction of the Federa Comp ict, each State has a right to 


annul, and to render inoperative within its limits, all snch anauthorized 
acts. After the luminous expositions which have been already furnish- 


| potentate may of right do 


to protect its citizens, is, that South Carolina, by the declaration of in- 
dependence, became, and has since continued, a free, sovereign, and 
independent State. That, as a sovereign State, she has the mherent 
power to do all those acts which, by the Jaw of nations, any prince or 
‘That, 


like all independent States, she 


neither has, Hor ought she to sufter any other restraints upon ner sover- 


| their soleron pledges. The 


larly feel, as to render all reference to it at this moment unnecessary. | ‘ : “er 
- “, | OF iniractions, as of the mode a 


with the}... , ae — 
»| Still less to the Supreme Cuvuurt of the Lnited States, the 


Correspondent with this conviction, a disposition Is | 
| manifested in every section of the country, to arrest, by some means or | 


| other, the progress of this intolerable evil. This dis pos tion having | 
arisen from no sudden excitement, but having been gradually formed 


that we i 


; 


; 


ed by so many great minds, that the exercise of this right is c ympatible | 


with the firs princip.es of oar 
would be superfiuous here to state at length the reasons by which tl 
d A det 
opinions of those of our fellow-citizens who have hithe 
dem inds that we should briefiy *state the priag pal yround 

npon which we | 1 the ex pe diency of Nul 
The Constitution of the United States 
raneous writers, 

' 


his 


mode of redress is to be sustain however, for the 


rence, 
to dissented 
from us. 


lace the right alti icavon. 


ii 
Lia 

agimittad he ; 

HS IS AGIMNILLeU yy ¢€ 


ontlempo- 
is a Compact between sovereign States 


(,0re rnment were to Ov rale. lo acertarn ¢ tent. voon the people « f those 
sovereign States, agyreg itely. and not upon the state autnporities. as } 


usu il inl Contederacies. still the Ci 


nstitution is a Confederacy. First. 
It is a Confederacy, because, in its foundations, t possesses not one sin- 
The peopl of the separate States, as dis- 
vd the Constitution. 
own citizens, and not those of any other State. 
The act of ratification deel 
ing. The 
clothed it with authority —the Government it 
- 


and the Union of which it 


le feature of natwnality 


| 
tinct poiluic il communities, rat each State acting 
for itself. and binding its 


5 
ires if 


Mates are its authors—fheir power created it—therr voice 


formed 


Government, 


Slates, 


is the bond, is a union of 
and not of individnals.”” Secondly, It is a Confederacy, becauss 


the extent of the powers ol the Government depends, not upon the peo- 


ple of the United States collectively, but upon the state Leg al ilure. or | 


on the people of the separate States, acting iu their State Convention: 
each State being represented by a singie vote. 


It must never be forgotten, that it is to the creating and to the can- | 


trollmg power, that we are to look for the true character of the Federal 


Government: for the present controversy is, not as to the sources from 
which the ordinary powers of the Government are drawn; these are 
partly Federal and partly 


who 


Vational. 
those powers operate. 
limited purposes ts entirely national. The 
Who c 
Is it the States, or the People? This question has been alread, 

The States, as States, ratified the C 
of the United States, 
There did not exist t 
a political body as the People of the United States. 


nor has there ever been. 


true question is, who are 
the parties to the c 


etrov il ’ 


ym pact 

answered ym pact 
; . . -- . 

collective ly, had no agency in its formation 


There is not now. 
such a relation existing as that of a citizen of 
New Hampshire, aud a citizen of South Carvlina, bound together in 
the same Secral Compact. It would be a waste of our time to dwell 
longer on this part of oar enbyect. 


’ 


dation, and the extent of its powers, the Government of the United 


States is strictly what its name implies, a Federal Government. a league | 


between several sovereizos, and, in these views, a more | ertect Con- 


federacy has never existed in ancient or modern times. 


Un looking into this Constitation, we find that the most important | 


sovereign powers are delegated to the central Government. and al! 
reserved to the States, A foreign. or an 


reader, unacquainted with the origin, progress, and historv of the Con- 


*>) . 
VLiiel 


nowers are 


stitution. would be very ipt, from the phraseology of the instrument. to 


’ 
re 


u urd ine States as having divested themselves of heir sovereigniy., 
and to have become preat 
But this is an 
ine 
parlance and to avoid c 
} 


corporations, subordinate to one Supreme 


Government, error. The States are as sovereign now 
as they were prior to entering into the Compact 


cumlocution, itmay be admissible enough to 


speak of delegated and reserred sovereignty. But, correctls speaking, 
4 eC ae ~ " _ 
Sovereignty is an unit it is ‘‘ one, indivisible and unalienable.” It is. 


+ 


therefore, an absurdity to 


magine, that the sovereignty 
is surrendered in pert, and retained in pert. The Federal Constitution 


Siates agree to exercise thelr sovereign powers conjornt!y upon certain 


Commerce. ft ore in 


Negotiation, and Indian Trade: 
and upon ail other subrects of civil Gov ernment, they were to exercise 


their sovereignty separately ‘This isthe true nature of the Compact. 


there mast of netessity be some eommon agency or fanctionarvy. 
agency is the Federal Government 


execuies their 


This 
It represents the Confederated 
joint will, as expressed in the Compact. 
‘he powers of this Government are wholly deriratire. 


States, and 


It possesses no 


is In reality theer | 


Nor is it relevant to consider upon | 
in this last view, the (; vernment for } 


then, nor has there existed at any time since. such | 


of the States | 


ry . ° - . 
isa Treaty, a Confederation, an Alliance, by which so many sovereign | gress seems absolutely bent upon the interdiction of those articles of 
| | merchandize which are exchangeable for the products of Southern la- 
On} cts of exterfal concern. in whieh tney are equally interested, soch ' 
| as Har. Peace. 


anomaious scheme of Government. it 


; 


Though the , 
sudject matter of that ( vinpact was a Government, the powers of which ! infractions of the Federal Compact, is the duty of this Convention to 
sf 


is | 


to be binding on the States so ratify- | 


j 
j 
| 
' 


' 


' 
; 
1 


; 


' needed by tne po ir. thy 


eign will and pleasure, than those high moral obligations under which 
1 princes and States are bound before Good to perform 


conclusion from what has been 


and man, 


said, therefore, is, that as in al! ea: 
‘ where, 


soOveTeizgns, 


es of compact between mde pendent 
there can be no 
eign has aright : to judge, as well 
ire of redress,”’ so in the pres- 
ent controversy between South Caretina and the Federal Government, 


| } 
it belongs soleiy to her. by ber de egates. 


from the very nature of things, 
common judge or umpire, each sove: 


sy tiieas 


n solemn Convention assem- 
bled, to dee ide whether the Federal ¢ ompact be violated, and what 


remedy lhe State ought t pursue. South Carolina. therefore. cannot. 
and will not, yield to any department of the Federal Government, and 

States. the createre of a 
Government which 1 right which en- 


and W itbout which it would be- 


liseli! is a creature of the States, 


ters into the essence of al! sovereignty 
come a bauble and a name. , 
view which we havo just taken, that the history 
of the C. nstitution. as traced | e Journals of the Convention 
which framed that instrument p! ces the right contended for upon the 
foundation. These Jo 


‘no line of 


it is fortunate for the 
hrough tl 
same sure ITnais furnish abundant proof, that 


urisdiction between the States and the Fede:al Govern- 


ment, in doubtful cases.” could be agreed on. It was conceded by Mr. 
Madison and Mr. Rand ph, the most prominent advocates for a St- 
preme Government. that it was impossible to draw this hne, because no 
tribunal, suffictent]s impartial, as thev conceived. could be found. and 


that there was no alternative but to make the Federal Government su- 
preme, by giving it, in all a negative on the acts of the 
State Legislatures. The pertinacity with which this negative power 
was insisted on by the advocates of a Nat 
all the important 


{- mstitulion were 


such Cases 


mal Government, even after 
ions of the Judiciary or Third Article of the 
! and agreed to. proves, beyond doubt, that 


provi 


arranges 


tine “upreme Court Was never ci ntetm plated, DY either party in that 
| Convention, as an arhiter. to decide conflicting clarms of sovereignty 


: 
between the States and Congress; and the repeated rejection of all 


if oe ; 


propos ls to take from the States the power of placing their own con- 


, ' . . . 
struction upon the articles of Union, evin 


of tt ‘es that the States were re- 
solved never to part with the right to judge whether the acts of the 
: ' ahd wo 
federal Legislature were, or wefe rot, an infringement of those articles. 


ith the right of a sovereign State to 


Correspondent w judge of the 
leciare the extent of the grievance, and the mode and measure of re- 
dress. On both these points, public opinion has already anticipated us, 
idurge. It is doubted’ whether, 
iny subject has undergone before the peo] le, a more thorough exami- 
nation than the constitutionality of the several Acts of Congress fer the 


; 


’ 
in much that we co in anv country. 


protection of domes! * miunulactures, 


T Independent of the present 
embarrassments they throw in the way of our commerce, and the plain 
indications, that certain articlef which are the natural exchange for our 
valuable staple products, are sooner or later to be virtually prohibited. 
[Independent of the diminution which these impost duties cause in our 
comes, and the severity of the tax upon all articles of consumption 

y recognize a principle not less at war with the 

t Confederacy was formed, than it is with that 
spirit of justice, and those feelings of concord, which ought to prevail 
sO Many common interests and exalted tri- 


=) 


— 


»? 
CL 


sfor which this gre 

imongst States. united by 

nen mt ‘Tt’ } - ? j - ! 

mpos. he peopie surely need not be told, 
’ 

and of freedom, that p 


rightfully impose a tax for the 


1a this advanced period 
gawk SS 7 
of intellect ) government can be free, which can 


encouragement of ose branch of indus- 


4 


| try at the expense of all others, unless such a tax be justified by some 


reated, and who can alter and de- | 


The people | 


| 
; 


; 
; 
’ 


We repeat, that, as regards the foun- 


’ 
’ 


} 
i 
| 


' 


' 


Inattentive | 


; 
’ 


' 


In common | 


' 
‘ 
’ 
' 


great and unavoidable public necessity. Stil! less can the people be- 


lieve that, in a Confederacy of States, desigred principally as an alli- 
ance ofiensive and defensive, its authors could ever have contemplated 


‘ ‘ ; . ; ; ’ _ 7 - 
that the Federal head should regulate the domestic industry of a wide. 


lw : ia srutes ; — — , a onl “ ° . . 
ly extended country, distinguished above all others for the diversity of 
interests, pursuits, and resources, in its various sections. It was this 


acknowledged diversity that caused the arrangement of a conjoint and 
separate exercise oO 


the sovereign authority; the one to regulate exter- 


rcs 


—_— 


nal concerns, and the other to have absolute control “over the lives. 
liberties and properties ol the people, and the interna! order. lm prove- 
meut, and prosperity of the States.” 

It is the striking characteristic in the operation of a simple and con- 
solidated Government, that it protects Manufactures, Agriculture, or 
any other branch of the public industry—that it can establish corpota- 
tions, or make roads and canals. and patronize learning, and the arte. 
But it would be difficult to show that such was the Government which 
the sages of the Convention designed for the States. Al! these nowers 
were proposed to be given to Congress, and they were proposed by 
that party in the Convention who desired a firm National Government. 
lhe ( onvention hav ing decided on the Be de ral form. in exclusion of 
the National, all these propositions were rejected; and vet we have 
lived to see an American Congress who can hold no pe wer, except by 
express grant, as fully in the exercise of these powers as if they were 
part and parcel of their expressly delegated authority ; 
tence of regulating commerce, they would virinally 


, 
' 


Under a pre- 
prohibit nt. Were 
huis regulation of commerce resorted to as a means of coercing foreign 
nations to a fair reciprocity in their intercourse with us. or for some 
other dona fide commercial purpose, as has been justly said by our Le- 
gisiature, the Tariff acts would be constitutional. But none of these 
acts have been passed as countervailing er retaliatory measures, for re- 
strictions placed on our commerce by foretcn nations. Whilst other 
nations seem disposed to relax in their restrictivas upon trade, our Con- 


. 


| bor, thus causing the principal burden of taxation to fall upon thia por- 


tion of the Union, and by depriving us of our accustomed markets, to 


impoverish our whole Southern country. In the same manner. and 


tr } under the pretence of promoting the Jnternal Improvement of the 
| > . : art *% : > are . . . 7. ee . y , . re . ’ . . . . . » 
lor the convenient conjoint exercise of the sovereignty ol the States, | States, and for other equally unjustihable and unconstitutional pur poses, 


Congress is in the constant habit of violating those fandamental prinei- 
2 


| ples of the Constitution, on which alone can rest the prosperity of the 
| States, and the durability of the Union. 


more mbherent sovi reignty than an incorporated town, or any other 
greal corporate body—it is a political corporation, and like all corpora- | 


lions, it looks lor its } wers to an exterior source. That source is the 


It wants that “ irresistible, absolute, uncontrolled authority.” 
without which, according to jurists, there can be no so. ereignty. ‘As 
so the States can take away is powers. 
herent sovereignty ts, therefore, in the States. 


Siates. 
the States conferre i. 


alone, which each State has chosen to in pyse upon herself. and not the 
want of sovereignty, which restrains ber from exercising all those pow- 
recustomed to express ourselves) 


Government. 


ers which (as we are 
dered to the Federal! 


she has surren- 
The present organization of our 
Crovernment, as far as regards the terms in which the powers of Con- 
gress are delegated, in no wise differs from the old Confederation. The 
powers of the old Congress were delegated rather in stronger language 
than we find them written down in the new Charter. and vet he would 
hazard a bold assertion, who woald say, that the States of the uld Con- 
lederacy were not as sovereign as Great Britain. France and Russia 
would be im an alliance offensive and defensive It was not the reser- 
vation. in expreas terms Sovereigoty, Freedom, and Indepen- 
dence of each State’’ which made them sovereign. Thev would have 
been equally sovereign, as is aniversally admitted, without sach a 
reservauion 

We have said thos mach upon the selject of sovereignty. because 


of the ** 


own of Petersburgh, Goode, and M’Coy; and @| the only foundation apon which we can salely erect the right of a State 


All m-! 


It is the moral obligation | oceurs to us, that there is but one course for the State to pursne 


}a caee of thee hond. to reeur to what are called our matrr 


It isin vain to imagine, that with a people who have struggled for 
freedum, and known its inestimate value. that such a state of affuirs 
can be indured longer than there is a well-founded hope, that reason 
and justice will resume their empire in the common council of the 
Confederacy. That hope having expired with the last session of Con- 
gress, by the present Tariff Act. distinctly and fully recognized as the 
permanent policy of the country, the odious principle of protection, it 
That 
course fellow-crtizens is RESISTANCE. Not physical but Morat re- 
sistance—not resistance in an angry, of irritated fee ing, but resistance 
by such counter-legislation, which, whilst it shall evinee to the world 
that our measares are built upon the necessity of tendering to Con- 
gress an amicable issue, to try a doubtful question, hetween friends 
and neighbors, shall at the same time secure us im the eniowment of 
our rights and privileges. tt matters not, fellow-citizens, by what name 
this counter-legislation shall be designated—call «t NULLIFICATION 
“tate interposition, State V eto, or by whatever uther name vou please 
sull if it be but resistance to an oppressive meneure, it ie the 


course 
which duty, patriotism, and self-preservation preseribe 


if we ome 
asked, upon what ground we place the nght to resist a parheuler law 
of Congress and yet regard curselves as @ consistent member of the 
Union, we answer, the ground of the comract. We do not choose. in 
regis, or the 


right of revolution Liipestng tthe 


We claim to nullify by «a mon 


We claim i as a consiruTiosat might. not meaning os some have ite 
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+ 
agined, that we derive the right from the Constitution, for derivative 


rights can only belong to the functionaries of the high contracting par- 
ties to the Constitution, but we claim to exercise it as one of the par- 
res to the compact, and as consistent with its letter, its genius, and its 
spirit, it being distinctly understood at the time of ratifying the Consti- 
tution, that the exercise of all sovereign rights not agreed to be had | 
conjoio lo ve exerted separately by the States. Though it be 
true, that the provision in favor ef what we call the reserved nghts of 
the States, was not necessary to secure to the States such reserved 
mere circumstance of its insertion in the instrament, 


5 were 


. vet ine 


clear a constitutional provision, as that of the power of Con- | 


ress to raise or to declare war. Any exercise of a right in| 
conformity with a constitutional provision, we conceive to be a consti- 
it be founded on an express grant of the nght 
it be included in a general reservation of undefined powers. The 
Constitut being the supreme law, and the instrument in which a distri- 
wers is made between the Federal Government and the 
ncumbent on the authorities of each Government so to 

slation as not to overstep the boundaries assigned to 

in. therefore. be done by either Government, which for 
ve be referred to any other test, than the sTANDARD OF THE 
lf a Stak Government passes an Act definmg and 


law abolishing the rights of Pnmogenture, 


aries, 


tutional rig whether 


Y. OF a 
‘ 0 Say. 
turad rights, because il 


ynmen functionaryv of the parties. As tt impossible 


tcan be passed by either Government,which if disputed, | 


rred to the Constitution as the supreme law of the par- 

eht is constitutional or unconstitutional, as ut shall be found 

mport with, or to be repaguant to, the terms or the spirit of that in- 

re is not, therefore, a sovereign or a natural ngbt which 

South Carolina can lawfully exercise in conformity with her engage- 

suipul ited for mm the tenth amendment to the Consti- 

All such rights stipulated for, must be constitutional. ‘To re- 
gard them otherwise would be a perversion of terms. 

That Nullification under our reserved rights was regarded as con- 
stitutional by the Virginia Resolutions of 1798, is clear from the exposi- 
tion of them by the celebrated Report, drawn by Mr. Madison. In de- 
fending the third of these Resolutions, which assertes the doctrine of 
State interposition and protection, the Committee say “ that they have 
scanned it not merely with a strict, but with a@ severe eye, and they feel 
confidence in pronouncing, that in its just and fair construction, it is 
unexceptionably true im its several positions, as well as CONSTITU- 
TLONAL and conclusive in its wferences."" What were the positions 
of the third Resolution? Ist. That the powers of the Federal Go- 
vernment were limited to the plain sense of the instrament constitut- 
ing the compact, 2d. That in case of a deliberate, palpable and dan- 
gerous infraction of the compact, the State has the right to interpose, 
d&c. Now what is the inference? It is, that “ they are in duty bound 
to arrest the progress of the evil, by maintaining within their RESPEC- 
TIVE limits, the authorities, rights and liberties appertaining to them.” 
This inference, says the Report, is * CONSTITUTIONAL and conclu- 
sive.” The same doctrine was as distinctly affirmed by the Virginia 
Assembly in their Resolutions adopting the Report. They say “that 
having fully and accurately re-examined and re-considered these Re- 
solutions, they find it to be their indispensable duty to ADHERE TO THE 
same as founded in truth, as CONSONANT WITH THE CONSTI- 
TUTION, and as conpucive To ITS PRESERVATION.” 

We are aware that it has been recently maintained, that by the State 
interposition referred to in this third resolution, the Virginia Assembly 
had allusion to the natural right, and Mr. Madison himself has been 
brought forward to give a construction to this resulution contrary to the 
most obvious import of the terms. Be itso. ‘Then, if the State inter- 
position here spoken of be a natural right, it is a right which the Virgi- 
nia Assembly have pronounced “ consonant with theConstitution, and 
as conda to its preservation.” Or, in other words, that without the 
exercise of this natural sovereign right of interposition, the Constitution 
cannot be preserved. There is no incongruity in this. It is quite com- 
petent f archs to stipulate in a treaty for that nght which, 
rude of the treaty, would be a natural right, as if a power were 
treaty, on the citizens of either prince, to capture, ad- 
yadge and execute all subjects of the other engaged in. piracy on the 
high seas. It certainly would be more proper to call such a right a con- 
ventional right, than a natural right, though it be both. Several of the 
State © as furnish instances of natural rights being secured 

il provision. Even in the instrament we are now Ccou- 

s a distinct affirmative in terms of a natural right to 

such as the sovereign right of a State to keep troops and 

rlain emergency, or the sovereign right of a State to 
rt duties, for the purpose of executing its inspection 
a natural rightis also a constitutional nght, contrary 
1 of these who maintain that no right is properly consti- 

) is @ sovereign right—because constitutional rights are 
s, exercised by functionaries. ‘That reasoning would be 
which would place a natural reserved sovereign right, 
1s, upon a better footing than all that mass of residua- 
ry right included in the general reservation of the tenth amendment. 
kk would b a distinction without a difference. The reserved 
hou » easily ascertained. Any particular night 
ehume sated powers of Congress, of course belougs 
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The right to nullify is aniversally admitted to be a natural or sovereign 
nght—T'! ‘tural rights of the States are also admitted to be their re- 
served rig If ther are reserved, they must be constitutional, be- 
eause th lution being an agreement to arrange the mode by 
which th i ul exercise their sovereiguty, expressly stipulates 
for the exer: of taese powers in all cases pot enumerated 
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rsy is ivable into a dispute as to what is, or is not, the pro- 
per denna o | 
wite sw porta irging the right of Nullification, to regard it as a con- 
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to give that proceeding a pacific character and 
tion with the people. The characteristic, in fact, 
stitutions in general, is that they sanctify the fun- 
f the American Revolution. Whilst other nations 
w of nature, and by force to drive despots from 
neurring what amongst them is obviously termed 
we here have the incalculable advantage of a 
1g amongst all classes, that it is the right, as well 
people, to recur when necessary to their sove- 
pression, Such a sentiment as this becoming 
nd, acquires prodigious strength, when its spirit 


- 


celerates for an unnecessary recurrence to revolutionary 
ich a stracture of the public sentiment, when 
» State shall be spoken, “it will be heard in a 
governors Wul obey and tyrannical ones shall 
nore reconcile Nuillification to our citizens, than 
proceeding according to the forms of the 
vertheless adhering to its spirt. ‘The Conven- 
stitution could not agree upon any mode of 
present. ‘The case was therefore left anpro- 
tion, no doubt, as is admitted by Mr. Hamil 
that if the Federal Government should oppress 
tes, Uh vermments would be ready to check it, by vir- 
sovereign powers. ‘It may safely be re- 

ir political system, (says Mr. Hamilton, ) that the 

in all possuble contingencies, afiord COMPLETE 

n of the public liberty by the natwnal authori- 

n cannot be marked under pretences so likely 
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to escape 


large—The Leeista vee will have better means of information— 


organs of civil powers, and the confidence of the peuple, they can at 


once adopt a REGULAR PLAN oF oPpPosiTion in Which they can combine 


all the resources of the community.” 

‘The measure cannot be revolutionary, which is adopted, not with a 
view to resort to force, but by some devisive measures, to Call the atten- 
tion of the Co-States to a disputed question in such a form as to com- 
pel them to decide what ure, or are not, the rights of the States, in a case 
of a po!pable and dangerous infraction of those fundamental principles 
of liberty in which they ali have an interest. 

In the exercise of the right of Nullification, we are not unmindful 
ofthe many objections which have been urged against it. "That it may 
embarrass the present majority in Congress, who are fatally bent upon 
building up the sectional interests of their constituents, upon the ruin 
of our commerce, we can readily imagine ; but these embarrassments, 
on examination, will be found to proceed rather from an unwillingness 
on their part to adjust the controversy on principles of reason and tas- 
tice, than from any real difficulty existing in the Constitution. The 
provisions of the Constitution are ample for taking the sense of the 
States on a question, more important than any which has occurred since 
the formation of the Government. But if the spirit of justice departs 
from the councils, to which we have a right to look up as the guardians 


We have heard much of the danger oi suflering one 
State to impede the operations of twenty-three States; but it must be 
obvious to every considerate man, that the danger can Only exist where 

state is wrong. But if the People of any one State are right in the 


| principles fur which they contend, it is desirable that they should im- 


le 


pect 


the operations of Congress, until the sentiments of its Co-States 
shall be had. A higher eulogy could not be bestowed on our system. 
than the power of resorting to some conservative principle, that shall 
stay a disruption of the league. It is no argument to say that a State 
muy have no grounds on which to place herself upon her sovereign 
rights. This is a possible, but by no means a probable case. Expe- 
rience has given us a most instructive lesson on this very subject—it 
has taught us that the danger is not that a State may resort} to her sove- 
reign rights too often, but that she will not avail herself of them when 
necessary. Lovk, fellow-citizens, to our State—for ten years we have 
petitioned and remonstrated against the unconstitutionality of the Ta- 
riff Acts, and though the conviction has been universal that the effect 
of the system would be ruinous to our interests, yet the difficulty has 
been great to bring the People to the resisting point. 

And so with other objections. It has been maintained by 
according to the philosophy of the Government, and the true 
the compact, it becomes Congress, in all emergencies like the present, 
to solicit from the States the call of a Convention. That upon such a 
convocation, it should be incumbent on the States claiming the doubt- 
tul power, to propose an amendment to the Constitution, giving the 
doubtful power, and on failure to obtain it by a consent of three-fourths 
of all the States, to regard the power as never having been intended to 
be given. We must not be understood to say, that this was matter 
even of implied stipulation, at the formation of the compact. The 
Constitution is designedly silent on the subject, on account of the ex- 
treme difficulty in the minds of its framers of appointing a mode of ad- 
justing these differences. This difficulty we now discover was ima- 
ginary. It had its source in apprehensions, which an experience of up- 
wards of forty years has proved to be without the shadow of a founda- 
tion. Many of the sages of that day, were dissatisfied with their work, 
for a reason which is the very opposite of the truth. They feared, not 
that the General Government would encroach upon the rights of the 
States, but that the States would perpetually be disposed to pass their 
boundaries of power, aud finally destroy the Confederation. Had they 
been blessed with the experience which we have acquired, there could 
have been no objection to trasting the States, who created the Govern- 
ment, and who would not wilfully embarrass it, with a veto under cer- 
tain modifications. It seems bat reasonable, that a disputed power, 
which it would have required three-fourths of the States to add to the 
Constitution, ought not to be insisted on by a majority in Cougress, as 
impliedly conferred, if more than one-fourth should object to nt. To de- 
vy this, would be to decide finally the validity of a power by a positive 
majority of the People at large, instead of a concurring majority of the 
States. There is, it is trae, one objection, and only one, to this view, 
and that is, that under this theory, a majority littl beyond the three- 
fourths, as for instauce seven States out of twenty-four, might deprive 
Congress of powers which have been expressly delegated. The an- 
swer to this is, that it would be a very extreme case for a single State 
toclaim the resumption of a power, which it had clearly delegated 
in posuive terms. But it seems almost beyoad the range of possibili- 
ty, that six other States should be found to sustain a Naillifying ‘State 
in such a pretension. Should such a case ever occur, as one-fourth 
and upwards of the States resolving to break their pledges, without 
the slightest pretence, it wouid show that it was time to dissolve the 
league. If a spirit of friendship and fair dealing cannot biud together 
the members of this Union, the sooner it is dissolved the better. So 
that this objection is rather nominal than substantial. But the evil of 
this objection is, that whilst its admission would relieve us from an 
imaginary peril, we should be plunged into that certain danger of 
an unrestricted liberty of Congress to give us, instead of a confederated 
Government, a Government without any limitation upon is power 
than the will of a majority. 

Other objections have been urged against Nullification. It is said 
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that the President or Congress might employ the military and naval 
force of the United States to reduce the Nullifying State into obedience, 
and thus produce a civil disseution amongst the meinbers of the Con- 
federacy. We do notdeem it necessary in a community, so conversant 
with this part of the subject as that of South Carolina, to recapitulate the 
arguments which have been urged against such an improbable course, 
both for the want of power, and on the ground of expediency. But 
we cannot pass over one view, which we think safficientto quiet all 
apprehension’on that score. We live in an age of reason and intellect. 
The idea of using force on an occasion of this kind, is utterly at va- 
riance with the genius and spirit of the American}People. In truth it 
is becoming repugnant even to the genius and spirit of the Govern- 
ments of the Old World. We have lately seen in England one of the 
greatest reforms achieved which her history records—a reform which 
her wisest Statesmen, twenty years ago, would have predicted could 
not be accomplished without civil war, brought about by a bloodless 
revolution. ‘The cause is manifest. Not only are the people every 
where better informed, but such ts the influence which public opinion 
exerts over constituted authorities, that the Rulers of this earth are 
more swayed by reason and justice than formerly. Under such evident 
indications of the march of mind and intellect, it would be to pay but 
a poor compliment to the people of these States, to imagiue that a mea- 
sure taken by a soverign State, with the most perfect good feeling to 
her Confederates, and to the perpetuity of the Union, and with no 
other view than to force upon its members the consideration of a most 
important constitutional question, should terminate otherwise than 
peaceably. ; 

Fellow-citizens, it is our honest and firm belief, that Nullification 
will preserve, and not destroy this Union. But we’ should regret to 
copceal from you, that if Congress should not be animated with a pa- 
triotic aud hberal feeling in this conjuncture, they can give to this con- 
troversy what issuethey please. Admit, then, that there is a risk of a 
serious conflict with the Federal Government. We know no better 
way to avoid the chance of hostile measures in our opponents, than to 
evince a readiness to meet danger, come from what quarter it will. 
We should think that the American Revolution was indeed to little 
purpose, if a consideration of this kind were to deterour people from as- 
serting their sovereignrights. ‘T‘hat revolution, it is well known, was | 
not entered into by our Southern ancestors from any actual oppression | 
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which tned the souls of men. The alternative was either to remain 
dependent Colonies, in hopeless servitude, or to become free, sovereign, 
and independent Siates. ‘Tv attain such a distinguished rank amongst 
the najions of the earth, there was but one path, and that the path of 
glory~-the crowning glory of being accounted worthy of all suffering, 
and of embracing all the calamities of a protracted war abroad, and of 
domestic evils at home, rather than to surrender their liberties. The 
result of their labors is known to the world, through the flood of light 
which that Revolution has shed upon the science of Government, and 
the nghts of man—in the “ LESSON it has taught the oppressor, 
and inthe example it has afforded to the oppressed’—in the invigora- 
tion of the spirit of freedom every where. : 
producing iu the social order of mankind. 

Inestimable are the blessings of that well regulated freedom, which 
permits man to direct his labors and his enterprize to the pursuit or 
branch of mdustry for whielr he conceives nature has qualified him, 
unmolested by avarice enthroned in power. Such was the freedom 
for which South Carolina struggled when a dependent colony. Such 
is the freedom for which she once tasted, us the first fruit of that revo- 
lutionary triumph which she assisted to achieve. 
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she resel ved to hersell on « niermng tito the league. Such is the free- 
doin of whir hshe has been deprived, and to which she must be re- 
stored, if her commerce be worth preserving, or the spirit of ber Lau- 
rens and her Gadsden has pot fled forever from our bosoms. It is in 
vain to tell South Carolina that she can look to any adiministration of 
the Fe deral Government for the protection of her ‘sovereign rights or 
the redress of her southern wrongs. Where the fountain is so polluted, 
it is not to be expecied that the stream will again be pure. The pro- 
tection to which, in all representative Governments, the People have 
been accustomed te look, to wit, the responsibiily of the governors to 
the governed, has proved nerveless and illusory—under such a sy stem, 
nothing buta radical reform in our political institutions can preserve 
this Union. Itis full time that we should know what rights we have 
under the Federal Constitution, and more especially ought we to know 
whether we are to live under a consolidated Government, or a Confed- 
eracy of States—whether the States be sovereign, or their local Legis- 
latures be mere corporations. A FRESH UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE BARGAIN WE DEEM ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. 
No mode can be devised by which a dispute can be referred to the 
source of all power, but by some one State taking the lead in the great 
enterprize of reform. ‘Till some one Southern State tenders to the 
Federal Government an issue, it will continue to have its “a petite in- 
creased by what it feeds on."’ History admonishes us that rulers never 
have the forecast to substitue in good time reform for revolution. They 
forget that it is always more desirable that the just claims of the govern- 
ed should break in on them, “through well contrived and well dis- 
posed windows—not through flaws and breaches, through the yawn- 
ing chasm of their own ruin.” One State must, under the awful pros- 
pects before us, throw herself into the breach in this great struggle for 
constitutional freedom. There is no other mode of awakening the at- 
tention of the co-States to grievances which, if suffered to accumalate. 
must dismember the Union. It has fallen to our lot, fellow-citizens, first 
to quit our trenches. Let us goon to the assault with cheerful hearts 
and ondaunted minds. 

Fellow-citizens, the die is now cast. We have solemnly resolved on 
the course which it becomes our beloved State to parsue—we have re- 
solved that, until these abuses shal! be reformed, ‘‘ NO MORE TAXES 
SHALL BE PAID HERE.” “ Millions for defence, but not a cent 
for tribute.”’ And now we call upon our citizens, native and adopted, to 
prepare for the crisis, and to meet it as becomes men and freemen. 
We call upon all clases and all parties to forget their former differences, 
and to unite in a solemn determination never to abandon this contest 
until such a change be eflected in the Councils of the Nation, that all 
the citizens of this Confederacy shall participate equally in the benefits 
and the bardens of the Government. ‘To this solemn doty we now 
invoke you in the name of all that is sacred and valuable to man. We 
invoke you in the name of that Liserry which has been acquired by 
you from an illastrious ancestry, and which it is your duty to transmit, 
unimpaired, to the most distant generations. We invoke you in the 
name of that Constitution which you profess to venerate, and of that 
Union which you are a!l desirous to perpetuate. By the reverence yoa 
bear to these your institutions—by all the love you bear to liberty—by 
the detestation you have for servitade—by all the abiding memorials of 
your past glories—by the proud association of your exalted and your 
common triumphs in the first and greatest of revolations—by the howd 
of all those sublime truths which that event bas inculcated amongst the 
nations—by the noble flame of republican enthusiasm which warms 
your bosoms, we conjure you im this mighty struggle to give your 
hearts, and souls, and minds, to your injured and oppressed State, and to 
support her cause publicly and privately, with your opinions, your pray- 
ers, and vour actions. If appeals such as these prove unavailing, we 
then COMMAND YOUR OBEDIENCE to the laws and the an- 
thorities of the State by a title which none cau gainsay. We demand 
it by that allegiance which is reciprocal, with the protection you have 
received from the State. We admit of no obedience to any authority 
which shall conflict with that primary allegiance which every citizen 
owes to the State of his birth or his adoption. There is not, nor has 
there ever been. “ any direct or immediate allegiance between the citi- 
zens of South Carolina and the Federal Government. The relation 
between them ts through the State.” South Carolina having entered 
into the Constitutional Compact, as a separate, independent, political 
commun ty, as has already been stated, has the right to declare an un- 
constitutional act of Congress null and void—after her sovereign de- 
claration that the act shall not be enforced within her limits “ such de- 
claration is obligatory on her citizens. As far as its citizens are con- 
cerned, the clear nght of the State is to declare the extent of the obli- 
gation.”” ‘This declaration once made, the citizen has no course bat 
TO OBEY. If he refuses obedience, so as to bring himself under the 
displeasure of his only and lawful sovereign, and within the severe 
pains and penalties which, by her high sovereign power, the Legisla- 
ture will not fail to provide in her self-defence, the fault and the folly 
must be his own. 

And ‘now, fellow-citizens, having discharged the solemn daty to 
which we have been summoned, in a crisis big with the most import- 
ant results to the liberties, peace, safety, and happiness of this once 
harmonious, but now distracted Confederacy, we commend our cause 
to that great disposer of events, who (if he has not already for some 
inscrutable purposes of his own, decreed otherwise) will smile on the 
efforts of trath and justice. We know that “ unless the Lord keepeth 
tho city, the watchman waketh but in vain;’’ but relying as we do, in 
this controversy, on the purity of our motives, and the honor of our ends, 
we make this appeal with all the confidence, which, in times of trial 
and difficulty, ought to inspire the breasts of the patriot and the Chris- 
tian. Fellow-cutizens, DO YOUR DUTY TO YOUR COUN. 
TRY, AND LEAVE THE CONSEQUENCES TO GOD. 
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